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19 Doors Open at 4:30 pm. ~ Early bird 6:45 pm.
30

Located at 265 Court Street South

75.00

Microblading
$
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400 Anemki Dr.
Call: (807) 6225914
www.mountainbingo.com

Delivering what you crave,
Including parcel pick-ups.

Call us for details

Delivering what you crave,
Including parcel pick-ups.

8076288007
Fill out a ballot for a chance to win a prize package
of $200 weekly from our participating sponsors.

Name ______________________________
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Refugees at home
A year after arriving
in city, Syrian
family loves living
in Northern Ontario
T H U N D E R B AY

By Doug Diaczuk – TB Source
family who fled wartorn Syria
and resettled in Thunder Bay
said they are just as happy and excit
ed to be in Canada a year later as they
were the day they first arrived.
“We are so excited,” said Zaher
Toubaji.
Zaher, his wife Nisreen, and daugh
ters Hadeel and Sama, arrived in
Thunder Bay last February. The
family was privately sponsored by
Redwood Park Church for $35,000.
After fleeing the civil war in their
HOME SWEET HOME: Sama and Hadeel Toubaji have been in Thunder Bay for a year.
home country of Syria, the Toubaji’s
“I like school here,” Sama will feature Middle Eastern and
ended up in Beirut, Lebanon, where
they would stay for the next four continued. “It’s so different from Lebanese cuisine including fattoush
years. Zaher and Nisreen could not Lebanon and Syria. In Syria, we can’t and shawarma.
While things are going well for the
legally work in Lebanon and Hadeel use our phone. The teachers are so
Toubaji’s, they are still waiting for
and Sama were not permitted to nice here.”
When they touched down in their eldest daughter, Ghina, and her
attend school.
“We were not doing anything in Thunder Bay last year, the Toubaji’s husband and newborn son to join
Lebanon,” Hadeel said. “We can’t were greeted by relatives from the them in Canada. Ghina is still in
study, we can’t work, we can’t do Hatoum family, who have lived in Lebanon and the rest of the family
anything. Everything here is good for Thunder Bay for more than 10 years. speak with her every day but have not
Hadeel and Sama both said it was seen her in more than 10 months.
us. We can study, we can live here,
“She is there with her husband and
exciting and scary arriving
we can do anything. In
in Canada, but after nearly a son,” Hadeel said. “We wish she
Lebanon we can’t.”
year, they have both made a could come. We don’t know when
Hadeel, now 20yearsold,
lot of friends, get to go to that might happen.”
is studying English at
For the Toubaji’s, seeing the contin
Confederation College and “I like school school, and be with their
here. It’s so family.
uous violence still taking place in
working at her uncle’s
“It’s nice,” Sama said. “I Syria is heart breaking.
restaurant, Kabab Village.
different from
“It’s no good, it’s no good,” Zaher
“Here I am studying,” Lebanon and like the weather but it’s too
said. “We see it every day. Damascus
cold.”
Hadeel said of being in
Syria.”
“No, it’s not too cold!” is not good anymore.”
Canada. “I can do my
SAMA TOUBAJI Hadeel said.
The Toubaji’s are among the 85
dream. I can be with my
The sponsorship from the refugees settled in Thunder Bay.
family. Here everything is
Redwork Park Church will Zaher said being in Canada now is
good for us.”
be ending this February, but like a dream come true for the entire
Hadeel’s 14yearold
sister, Sama, is a grade 9 student at the Toubaji family are not worried. family and his gratitude can barely be
Hammarskjold, where she is taking Zaher and Nisreen are planning on contained.
“We want to say thank you every
music, gym, technology, math, and opening their own restaurant in Port
Arthur later this month with the help body,” Zaher said. “Thank you, thank
science classes.
you, thank you, all of Canada, every
“My favourite subject is science,” of the Hatoum family.
The restaurant on St. Paul Street body.”
Sama said. “I want to be a doctor.

Weather Forecast
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Mainly sunny

A few flurries

A few flurries

Mainly sunny

A mix of sun
and clouds

A few flurries
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HIGH -13 LOW -18
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HIGH -17 LOW -23
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Chamber likes pipeline plan
Lobby group wants
city council to lend
support in new year

Energy East.
“Our initial stance of ‘too much risk,
too little reward’ remains unchanged,
but we have new information which
further supports our initial deputation
against the Energy East proposal,” the
group said in a Nov. 21 letter to city
administration requesting a deputation
should TransCanada be scheduled to
appear before council.

T H U N D E R B AY

By Leith Dunick – TB Source

iting job creation and economic
impact on communities in the
Northwest, the Thunder Bay Chamber
of Commerce is lending its support to
TransCanada’s Energy East pipeline
conversion project.
Chamber president Charla Robinson
on Thursday said the project will
support nearly 4,000 jobs directly and
indirectly during planning and
construction phase and 1,500 jobs once
it’s in operation, many of which could
benefit people living in Thunder Bay
and surrounding communities.

C

Revenue promised
The pipeline will also generate about
$20 million in additional property taxes
for 30 pumping stations being built in
conjunction with the project. Eleven of
the 30 will be located in Northwestern
Ontario, including communities like
Nipigon and Upsala.
“We think this is an important
economic project for our region, partic
ularly, but certainly in nation building

LEITH DUNICK

Against idea

SUPPORTIVE: Chamber president Charla Robinson favours the Energy East pipeline.
for Canada. It’s trying to bring more oil
from the west to the east, where we
don’t really have that right now,” said
Robinson, who issued a letter of
support to Thunder Bay Mayor Keith
Hobbs and members of city council.
Officials from TransCanada and the
Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers were expected to appear on
Monday before city council ahead of
McKellar Coun. Paul Pugh’s resolution
opposing the project, but the deputation
was postponed at the last minute and

will be rescheduled for the new year.
It didn't stop Pugh from lashing out at
the Chamber's stance.
"I think it sad that the local Chamber,
in taking this position, is putting the
interests of a pipeline corporation and
the bitumen sector ahead of the local
economy," Pugh said in an email
response, adding the project would
increase the Canadian dollar and hurt
Canadian manufacturing.
A group of environmentalists was
also supposed to speak out against

Climate change and safety cited as
the group’s main reasons for opposi
tion of the project, which they believe
would ramp up production in western
Canadian oil fields.
Robinson said she believes
TransCanada would be held to the
highest environmental standards,
adding the pipeline will replace the use
of 1,570 oilfilled rail cars traveling
across Canada each and every day.
She’s confident the National Energy
Board review will answer the environ
mental concerns.
“They’re not just looking at one
piece, they’re looking at the big piece.
They’re looking at not only the
economic impact, but also the environ
mental impacts, the socioeconomic
involvement, the safety of pipelines
versus the safety, or not, of oil. They’re
looking at all those things,” Robinson
said.

Police investigating sudden death in hotel lot
T H U N D E R B AY

By Leith Dunick – TB Source
coroner’s investigation has been called to look
into the death of a man whose body was found on

A

Wednesday in the parking lot of the Prince Arthur
Hotel.
Thunder Bay Police, in a release issued on Friday,
say they will continue to assist with the investigation.
The body of the man, who has not been identified,

was discovered by a passerby around 7 a.m. on
Wednesday.
When emergency crews arrived they said vital signs
were absent. He was transported to hospital and
pronounced dead shortly after arrival.
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Editorial
EDITORIAL

Ship-shape
waterfront
n Dec. 19, the city is going to be
asked to commit to up to $125,000
to cover about half the cost it will take
to bring the Alexander Henry home.
The centrepiece of a proposed trans
portation museum, it’s money well
spent.
The former coast guard icebreaker,
built in the 1950s at the Port Arthur
Shipyards, would instantly become a
waterfront magnet, the crown jewel of
the lakeside devleopment that could
also soon include a sparkling new art
gallery location.
Museum spokesman Charlie Brown
says the ship, which patrolled the Great
Lakes for three decades, is revenue
neutral. Tour admissions and a
summertime bed and breakfast should
create more than enough income to pay
for the ship’s upkeep.
It’s a proven winner all over the
world. Baltimore has the U.S.S.
Constellation. Halifax has HMCS
Sackville. Boston has Old Ironsides,
better known as the U.S.S.
Constitution.
None are going to draw hundreds of
thousands of tourists to their respective
cities.
But all are valueadded attractions
that may keep people around a little
longer.
Longers visits mean more money
being spent in the community, which is
better for business and better for
everyone’s bottom line.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Soccer fields deplorable
To the editor:
have been hesitant to say anything
on the current status of soccer in our
community.
It seems to be that in today’s society,
especially through social media, when
something is said or done that it is
immediately attacked.
What I am about to say is not
intended be a shot at any other
programming or group in Thunder
Bay.
I want to portray the positive impact
of soccer and how many lives it
affects in our city and how although it
has one of, if not the highest user
rates, it has been given little to no
attention from our city.
As a soccer community we have
been trying to bring the issues we face
to the city and as of today we are in
worse shape than we may have ever
been.
The few outdoor soccer fields we
have are in complete disrepair. They
are unsafe and unfit to play on.
The city hired an outside consulting
company to analyze our fields and
they laughed at them. When I walked
in to meet with them I was greeted
with “don’t worry, we know how bad
it is.”
I believe this was four or five years
ago. Yet here we are today and still
nothing.
Our soccer community has grown so
much that we cannot accommodate
everyone that wants to play. We are at
the point that even after we lengthen
the seasons and shorten the amounts
of games played we still have to turn
entire teams down because we do not
have the space or time.
Now with the collapse of the Sports
Dome we have nowhere to play. The
soccer clubs are scrambling figuring
out how to get the programming in by
using basketball courts, old tennis
courts at the bubble, school gyms and
what very little time is available at the
LU hanger.
None of these are adequate or ideal.
I do have to say that I am optimistic.
I do believe the city is realizing how
poor the conditions and availability
for soccer is in Thunder Bay. Through
the Fit Together recreation and facili
ties plan and the Chapples recreation
area master plan our issues have been
brought to light.
Where I am worried is timelines.
These are 12 to 15year plans. We
needed proper facilities and fields 12
to 15 years ago. This needs to be a
priority in our city.
Imagine telling the hockey commu
nity they had to go play on basketball
courts, or telling the baseball groups
they had to play in open fields with no
fencing or dugouts. Imagine asking
the football groups that had to play on
pavement.
This would be unheard of.

I

Our soccer community is one of, if
not, the largest groups in Thunder
Bay. All of this does not only affect
the participants.
What about the parents and grand
parents who love to come watch their
children play?
Or the friends, children, husbands
and wives who come to support one
another, the countless children who
receive scholarships and bursaries?
This doesn’t even take into account
the many coaches, referees and volun
teers who give their time to help
provide a good environment for
children to be active, develop a sense
of team and community.
To the City of Thunder Bay, we need
your help. We need the facilities and
fields now.
Please show your support by letting
the city know how this has and will
affect you.
Let’s be positive and supportive as if
this work is done, it will eventually
have a positive impact on everyone.
Michael Veneziale,
Thunder Bay

Political backlash
To the editor:
think many Canadians would agree
that, regardless of party affiliation,
remaining engaged with the political
scene today is enough to make one's
head explode. Whether it be at the fed
eral, provincial or municipal level, it is
difficult to stay connected when one

I

feels largely ignored, patronized and
dismissed.
From broken election promises to
corrupt practices, outright lies and
underhanded efforts to unduly influ
ence voter opinion on whatever the
issue of the day, how does one remain
positive when our elected officials
appear bent on insulting the integrity
and intelligence of the voting public
on a regular basis?
Clearly, many have simply aban
doned, or are genuinely ignorant of
their actual responsibility to Canadians
once elected to public office.
Like prospective employers who find
themselves faced with applicants
lacking in basic literacy skills, a sound
knowledge of English grammar and
simple resume protocol, so too are
voters faced with inept politicians who
lack any real understanding of their
respective roles as representatives of
the people, and what that actually
means.
While their initial intentions may be
honourable, they are soon corrupted, it
seems, by "insider" politics which
require a certain loyalty to anything
but the public "good".
It certainly doesn't appear to be about
doing what's best for the overall elec
torate anymore, whose generosity
handed them the reins of power, but
what is most politically beneficial to
themselves or the political party to
which they belong.
The examples of arrogance now
plaguing all three levels of govern
ment in Canada are truly jawdropping

and, aided by a complicit and highly
biased media, suggests that manipula
tion and deceit are the order of the day,
with a strong emphasis on distorting
the facts and selling the Canadian
public on a false version of what's real
as opposed to just doing what is right.
It brings to mind the story of The
Emperor's New Clothes, and leaves me
wondering what the true definition of
democracy is in Canada now, because
the antics we have witnessed of late, at
the federal level anyway, certainly
don't reflect mine.
And while we struggle to make sense
of this phenomenon in Canadian
politics, we are simultaneously and
continuously assaulted with attempts
to Americanize us, from the obsession
of that same biased media with its
overindulgent concern with news and
politics south of the border, and the
resulting negative influence on
Canadian values and culture, to the
mimicking by Conservative leadership
hopefuls of the sick rhetoric and ideals
of a Trumplike psyche and the push
for similar unrest here.
Subsequently, I do not recognize
Canada anymore.
Canadian values are slowly being
saturated and drowned out by the
'white noise' of dysfunctional
American propaganda and I, for one,
am truly outraged by it all.
What is happening to us and where is
this leading Canada?
Louise Fisher,
Thunder Bay
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Perspective
DARTH MALL

Poutine and politics
Canada must look good to many postelection Americans
By J.R. Sherlock
Special to TB Source

fter every American election
there is a backlash of disgrun
tled citizens threatening to pull up
stakes and move to Canada.
This year is no exception and on
polling night an avalanche of
inquiries crashed Canada’s immi
gration website.
In most cases it was a kneejerk
reaction to some unpleasant
circumstances, but I’m sure some
Americans will head for the Great
White North.
Those who arrive will receive a
friendly welcome and a collective,
heartfelt and sincerely Canadian,
“I’m sorry”.
They will discover a country with
many differences from the USA,
some good, some bad and others,
just different.

A

Them, not us
As Canadians watched the drama
unfold after the U.S. election there
was a national sigh of relief that it
was them and not us.
Our country is still gushing from
the results of our own federal
election where we clearly chose a
different path.
Any of our American friends who
would like to join us should
prepare themselves for their transi
tion to Canadian culture.
They already speak our language
(sort of) but before their SU wagon
train heads north there are a few

things they should know.
In spite of our reputation as
quaint, snowcovered wilderness,
we are more than just pontine and
pea meal bacon.
Those are important, uniquely
Canadian things just like ketchup
chips, milk in bags, Nanaimo bars
and Kraft Dinner, but there’s more.
We almost always share our
snacks and when someone passes
the bag it is expected that you help
yourself to some alldressed
Ruffles.
If you decline the offer of chips,
be prepared for at least one “I’m
sorry” and another offer of
Smarties or a piece of a KitKat.
Being Canadian goes far beyond
our cool snack foods – we are
friendly, polite people who often
engage strangers in casual conver
sation.
American immigrants will
quickly notice that our money is not
as valuable as theirs, but it is very
colourful and it smells nice too.
Shortly after the Bank of Canada
started making money out of
polymer, some claimed that $100
bills smelled like maple syrup.
The bank denied all scratchand
sniff allegations but it is possible
that the manufacturing process
produced a faint maple scent.
Sorry, but if you live here you
have to get used to things like that.
After the traumatic U.S. election
campaign how tempting it must be
for Americans to embrace the land
of sweetsmelling money.
And sorry to rub it in but the

entire global community is still
gushing over our Prime Minister,
the world’s trendiest and hottest
leader.
The American presidentelect is
just as wellknown, but for
different reasons entirely.
Of course, the thing about
democracy is, you don’t get to
leave just because the election
results are bizarre.
If something goes horribly wrong
it is everybody’s democratic right
to stay and fix the problem.

Stayed home
Canadians didn’t flock to the
States to escape Stephen Harper
and bask in the Obara afterglow.
We all just paused, reflected,
accepted the results and used it as a
learning experience for eight years.
But let’s not get too smug –
American actions have inspired our
homegrown lunatic fringe to
express its own copycat rage.
Canadians are outraged by acts of
violence and hate – our message is
one of hope and kindness to
strangers.
It’s a compassionate commitment
and it is not for everybody – that’s
why there are so few of us in such a
vast land.
In fact, we should apologize.
Sorry for being so awesome –
also, sorry for having such good
beer and especially, sorry for domi
nating ice hockey and curling.
We remain a beacon of hope in a
troubled world.
That’s the Canadian way.

BLAIR WRIGHT

OPINION

STORM TROOPING: Star Wars Fan Appreciation Day was held on Saturday at Victoriaville Mall.
The latest chapter in the saga, Rogue One: A Star Wars Story, opens in theatres this week.

HOW TO WRITE US:

Colonial
Theatre
The Colonial Theatre
on Arthur Street (now
Red River Road)
opened on June 4,
1914. An audience of
1,100 attended its
opening night flick
The Launch of the W.
Grant Morden and a
concert by six
members of the
Minneapolis
Symphony.

etters to the editor are most welcome.
Those kept to 350 words or less
have priority.

L

The Thunder Bay Source reserves the
right to edit submissions for content and
clarity. All attempts will be made to
preserve the core argument of the author.

Address them to:
Thunder Bay Source
87 North Hill Street,
Thunder Bay, ON P7A 5V6
Fax: 3459923
Email: ldunick@dougallmedia.com
Visit our website: www.tbnewswatch.com

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION:

your

VOICE

Should the city help pursue the acquisi
tion of the former coast guard ship
Alexander Henry to use as a museum on
the waterfront?

VOICE

YOUR OPINION ABOUT
THINGS THAT MATTER MOST.

VISIT www.tbnewswatch.com
TO SHARE YOUR IDEAS AND VIEWS ABOUT
OUR WEEKLY POLL QUESTION.

TOTAL VOTES: 533

YES

NO

48.03% 47.65%

DON’T KNOW
4.32%
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Firefighters moving to 24-hour shift
THUNDER BAY
By Doug Diaczuk – TB Source
ocal firefighters will work longer
hours in the new year and union offi
cials say the extended shifts bring many
benefits.
Thunder Bay Fire Rescue is launching
a threeyear trial shift schedule that will
see about 180 suppression firefighters
working 24hour shifts.
The new shift will be 24hours on,
followed by 24hours off, 24hours on,
and then five days off. The trial schedule
was the result of an interim award from
arbitration that was held in June as part
of ongoing collective bargaining
between the city of Thunder Bay and the
Professional Firefighter’s Association.
“We’ve never been able to negotiate it
but the arbitration process has been
awarding them,” said Denis Brescacin,
president of the Thunder Bay
Professional Firefighter’s Association
Local 193. “A lot of locals in Ontario
have negotiated it. The results of their
trials have seemed to put that in place
permanently.”
According to Brescacin, 85 per cent of
firefighters in Ontario are already on a

DOUG DIACZUK

L

MONEY-SAVING: A new 24-hour shift could help reduce ﬁreﬁghter overtime costs.
24hour shift, with some departments,
such as the Windsor department, using
the shift for the past 40 years.
“There is scientific evidence that
concludes fire personnel on a rotating
schedule of days and nights exhibit a
higher level of desynchronization of the
body’s natural circadian rhythms than

fire personnel working 24hours,” he
said.
Firefighters in Thunder Bay currently
use a schedule that sees them work four
10hour day shifts, followed by four
days off, then four 14hour night shifts.
“When they are doing their four night
shifts, by night four it is pretty

exhausting,” Brescacin said. “They are
working 14hours followed by 10hours
off, then another 14hours. By night
four it’s exhausting. So this new shift
pattern will allow them a 24hour period
of rest before they have to come in
again.”
Thunder Bay Fire Rescue chief, John
Hay, said administration has had about a
month to make the necessary adjust
ments to all the policies and terms and
conditions that were part of the interim
award.
“It should have no effect on our opera
tion other than our firefighters will be
working for 24hours instead of 10 and
14 hours,” Hay said. “We expect there
to be no budget impact. We expect there
should be no impact on service. We will
certainly work to make sure that
happens and of course no impact on
firefighter health and safety.”
Hay added that there is no budget
impact because firefighters will be
working the same number of hours as
they did in 2016.
“Their work will be compressed and
the time off will be expanded slightly,”
Hay said.
According to Hay, it’s not a matter of

how long it took for Thunder Bay to
implement a 24hour shift that has been
utilized for decades in other parts of the
province, because Thunder Bay is in a
unique position.
“We are farther away from Southern
Ontario where commutes were part of
the norm and part of the impetus for the
24hour shifts,” he said. “It was brought
up in negotiations and was ruled on by
the arbitrator.”
For the next three years, indicators on
efficiency will be monitored to see if
moving to the 24hour shift has any
impacts on staff or service.
“We are committed to providing the
same level of service or better,” Hay
said. “We are looking for efficiencies in
overtime, maybe there will be less
overtime and maybe there will be less
sick time. We don’t know, which is why
we are measuring those parts of it.”
Brescacin believes the fire service will
benefit from the new shift, just as other
departments across Ontario have
demonstrated.
“It’s healthier for them,” he said of
staff. “They feel more relieved, they
have more time with their family and
feel less stressed.”
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By Jon Thompson – TB Source
unicipal and business leaders are both challenging Ontario
Finance Minister Charles Sousa to ensure the north receives
benefits from the province's pending cap and trade plan.
Sousa launched a prebudget consultation tour on Friday at the
Prince Arthur Hotel with a Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce
luncheon that was dominated with questions over the province's plan
to price and trade carbon, which will launch in only a few weeks.
The program that will raise $1.9 billion annually by commodi
fying pollution aims to reduce carbon emissions to a rate 80 per cent
below 1990 levels by 2020. By law, that money will be dedicated to
further emissions reductions, energy innovation and programs that
will be created to rebate businesses and residents.
Although Ontario prepares to enter a market including companies
in Quebec and California in the spring of 2017, the program's critics
argue it's still not clear how the money that's collected will be re
committed.
"The capandtrade revenues are going into a lot of programs,"
said chamber president Charla Robinson.
"We need to make sure those programs, that
the dollars reach communities like Thunder
Bay so we're able to reap the benefits of these
programs."
Thunder Bay city administration estimates
the cap and trade policy will add $350,000 to
the municipality's energy costs in 2017.
Northwestern
Ontario
Municipal
Association vice presdient and Shuniah
Mayor Wendy Landry pointed out alternative CHARLES SOUSA
transportation to oilpowered vehicles and
alternative energy is frequently unavailable in
the north, where many people have to travel to receive goods and
services in larger centres. The same is true, she argued, for the cost
of development.

M

Higher costs
"People have to realize up here in Northwestern Ontario it costs
more to do things with regard to construction and infrastructure
investments," Landry said.
"The cap and trade tax is an added tax on every area of our lives.
We don't have a choice. We have to drive in this area. We don't have
transit and go buses and those kinds of things that take us between
our municipalities."
Sousa argued the province has already "decarbonized" its energy
system by phasing out coal and being competitive in the economy of
the future will demand a commitment to lowcarbon energy devel
opment.
He said from remote First Nations using diesel to northern resi
dents heating their homes with wood, the north will benefit from
energy modernization from the investments the cap and trade
program will allow.
"There are too many that are relying on traditional, antiquated
systems that are expensive, that are hard to deliver and that’s bad for
their health," he said.
"What we’re proposing is something more innovative, something
that allows them to benefit from more directly and we have to foster
ways to deliver this services a t a much reduced cost. Cap and trade
proceeds are by law being redirected for that purpose and that is a
benefit to those communities that are the most isolated.
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Wayfinding approved
CITY HALL
By Jon Thompson – TB Source
ity council has signed on to a
fiveyear plan that will overhaul
local signage to improve tourism.
The Thunder Bay Wayfinding Plan
calls for the construction of an entire
system of signs to usher tourists to
attractions through the city. It will
replace and enhance five different
sign templates built over four
decades, some of which point
motorists to destinations that no
longer exist.
Thunder Bay tourism manager
Paul Pepe values the local urban
economy at $173 million a year. He
said if increased and improved
signage can help business attract just
one more per cent, that equates to
$1.73 million in growth.
"When a visitor can find their way
around a community easier, they see
more, they do more, they spend more
and they leave feeling happy," Pepe
said. "They go away telling their
friends, 'wow, it was very easy.'"
The first phase will see a series of
kiosks erected at gateway attractions
like Historic Fort William, the Terry
Fox Monument and Prince Arthur's
Landing.
Signs will then trace vehicle paths
through business districts between
the highway bypass and the water
front. Their template will be the
pantone reflex blue and white like
those the province uses, which also
matches the city's corporate colour
scheme.
Pepe said although the tourism
department is committed to ensuring
tourists can engage through apps,

C

JON THOMPSON
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OPTIMISTIC: Tourism manager Paul Pepe outlines the beneﬁts of wayﬁnding.
social media and Google Maps,
tourists are still equally engaged in
handson directions.
"It's part of a suite of tools,” Pepe
said. “We do a print map in our
visitor guides and people love them.
people are ripping them out and
carry them around with them and we
hear really good feedback on them."
"Even in this digital age, there's
still this tactile desire from
consumers to have something in
their hands or when they're driving,
visually to see something. It's not one
or the other. It's about having a broad
mix of all those tools working
together."
Council's approval commits the
city to spending $50,000 on the
project in 2017 that will meet
matching provincial funds. Annual

requests of $200,000 per year until
2021 will require further approval
through the budget process.
While council unanimously
approved the measure, Westfort
Coun. Joe Virdiramo reminded Pepe
the plan needs annual approval and
he wasn't prepared to commit to it in
the long term.
"Knowing that each year it will
come I will support this in year one
but when it comes on, we'll have an
opportunity to vote for it again in the
budget," Virdiramo said, pointing to
growing needs over the quality of
local soccer fields.
"Knowing we have other needs in
the city money needs to be expended
on, I will vote yes, knowing that
maybe next year, depending on what
the needs are, I'll have to rethink."

Life
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people health home food leisure

Santa Bus crushes goal

Thunder Bay classes begin on January 28, 2017

Transit workers collect 11,000 pounds of goods for food bank
T H U N D E R B AY

By Leith Dunick – TB Source
eino Pitkanen says he was blown away
by the generosity of Thunder Bay res
idents this past weekend.
As the chair of the Thunder Bay Food
Bank, he was hoping this year’s Santa Bus
campaign would match last year’s total of
7,000 pounds.
Little did he know it would jump by 57
per cent – not to mention more than $2,000
in cash collected that will be used by the
emergency food outlet to help stock the
shelves during the lull that usually arrives
in the new year.
“They must know what we know. Our
demand is going up so quickly. In two
years we went from 900 to 1,400 users,”
Pitkanen said. “Every day we get five to
six more clients. And the city of Thunder
Bay is responding. It’s incredible. Merry
Christmas to everybody.”
Ken Koza, president of the Amalgamated
Transit Union Local 966, helped organize
the Thunder Bay Transit drive and said
they couldn’t believe how much food they
managed to collect.
“It was absolutely phenomenal. I cannot
get over how generous everyone was this
year,” Koza said.
It says a lot about the people of Thunder
Bay, that even with food bank on the rise,
transit workers could still manage to set a
new record food collection total.
“People are going through a lot of tough
times right now, and the fact there are
people who would just come out with a can
of beans, they know there is a need out
there and they’re willing to do whatever
they can to support this,” Koza said. “It

R

Professional Family Hair Care

was excellent.”
The Thunder Bay Food Bank is only
open six days a month.
Clients are allowed a single shopping trip

each month, the goal of the facility to
provide emergency food and other house
hold supplies, such as diapers, to tide them
over for three days.

By Leith Dunick – TB Source
he Salvation Army’s annual Christmas
kettle campaign is lagging behind last
year’s total.
Officials with the charity on Thursday
announced they have raised about $72,042
in 2016, about $7,000 less than they had by
this point in 2015, endangering their ability
to hit their $190,000 goal.
“The stormy weather early in the
campaign has impacted the campaign with
fewer shoppers in the stores and volunteers
unable to get to their kettle. We are confi
dent that we will be able to achieve our

T

goal. We are asking the community
continue supporting the campaign as these
funds are needed to maintain our local
programs,” spokeswoman Gail Kromm
said in a release.
Demand continues to grow with many
people in the city struggling financially.
Money raised is used to fund a number of
programs, including a food bank and soup
van, which provides meals at two locations
each night.
“Many volunteers have already been out
but we still need volunteers. We are also
looking for volunteers who would be avail
able oncall to fillin for lastminute
cancellations. Full coverage would help

ensure our goal is reached. Shifts are avail
able mostly for weekdays between 10:00
a.m and 6:00 p.m.,” Kromm said.
Donations will be accepted until noon on
Christmas Eve at a number of locations
around Thunder Bay, including Superstore,
Intercity Shopping Centre, Grandview
Mall, WalMart, and all LCBO outlets.
They can also be collected in an online
kettle at www.fillthekettle.com, while
credit card donations can be made at the
Salvation Army’s local office at 3458492.
“The Salvation Army appreciates the
support we receive from the community
and is certain that our objective will be
reached,” Kromm said.

Professional Family Hair Care

Our Everyday
Low Price

Off HAIRCUT

Ê

No Appointment Necessary Ever.

Professional Family Hair Care

Off

10

$

Permanent
Colour
Regular Price
$54.95 and up

Appointment recommended

Ê
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BOXING DAY: Thunder Bay Food Bank chair Reino Pitkanen helps unload the 2016 Santa Bus.

Salvation Army campaign falling behind
T H U N D E R B AY
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Service with a Smile or
Your Haircut is Free!

Professional Family Hair Care

Off

PERM

Regular Prices
$65.95 - $75.95 - $85.95
Short, Medium, Long
Conditioning Perm.

(including shampoo & cut) Appointment Recommended

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS!
307 Euclid Ave. (Off W. Arthur St.) ........... 475-4322

843 Red River Rd.............. ................767-1471
HOURS: Monday to Friday 9 - 9 Saturday 9 - 6

For printable coupons  visit our website kellysfamilyhaircare.com
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Rats invade Jones’ barn

United Way hits 50%

Deadline for Dec. 22, 2016 Paper

FRED
JONES

RETAIL: Monday, December 19th, NOON
CLASSIFIED: Monday, December 19th, 4:00pm

Deadline for Jan. 5, 2017 Paper

RURAL ROOTS

RETAIL: Friday, December 30th, NOON
CLASSIFIED: Friday, December 30th, NOON

HOLIDAY SEASON
OFFICE HOURS
December 19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd, 2016,
8:30am - 5:00pm
December 23rd, 8:30am - Noon

Closed December
26th & 27th, 2016
December 28th & 29th,
8:30am-5:00pm
December 30th, 2016,
8:30am - Noon

Closed January 2nd, 2017

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

ats! We have them. In our barn. First
time ever in the 16 years since we built
the stable. But as I was to discover recent
ly … we are not alone.
About a month or so ago I noticed wee
holes in the corners of the horse stalls. I
knew that we have had mice.
Every barn has mice if it has feed like
oats.
So I thought the barn cats would take care
of that problem. But then a week ago I
observed that the holes were getting larger
and that one or two were obviously freshly
dug with a fair amount of earth having been
excavated.
One of the barn cats had to be put down.
It was deathly thin, either drinking water a
lot or demanding food.
The vet informed us that the cat was
probably in very advanced stages of
diabetes.
When it couldn’t keep down its food, we
decided it was time.

R

Its brother, healthy and fat, moved into
Casa Jones. Didn’t think it fair to confine it
to the barn all alone. But the mouse
problem didn’t reoccur so I thought that
perhaps the digging denizen in the ban
might be a weasel. That was until we were
invited to a Christmas supper of rural
neighbours several of whom have barns. I
told them my tale.
“You’ve got rats,” I was informed.
“We’ve had them too. There’s an invasion
of them all over the place. You need to buy
traps and poison although be very careful
with the poison that your dogs don’t get at
it.” Right.
Blast and bother. One person told me to
buy traps although she wished me good
luck because many of the stores were sold
out.
Another said that traps don’t work: “Buy
rat poison; but you have to rotate into
different places the rat enters. It will take
you a week.” Right.
When I got home I typed in “rats” in
Google and one of the first sites that
appeared was for Thunder Bay. It reported
that there has been a rat infestation in the
city.
I wondered if the city got ‘nailed’ first
and the rats have been working their way
out into the country.
The site also said that while rats were the
purveyors of plague in the Middle Ages,

that threat is no longer a problem.
Whew! No bubonic plague.
However, ecoli, and assorted other
‘nasties’ can come from rats as they
defecate a lot. So we are advised to handle
everything with gloves.
I drove to a local hardware store and
bought a trap (the only one they had left)
and a box of Rat Killer.
But the instructions talked about placing
the pellets in a special container.
I didn’t see any special containers for sale
so now I would have to do more research.
We have had to keep one of our horses
inside away from bright light due to an eye
injury he got somewhere out in the
paddock.
His stall is where the main rat entry point
is located. Interestingly enough neither rat
nor horse bother each other.
My guess is that “Raticus” comes out at
night and seeks the bits of grain that have
fallen out of the horse’s mouth.
It/he/she has quite a network of tunnels
running under the stalls.
I have yet to see the vermin and hope that
my efforts to eliminate the scourge
succeed. But at least I derive a small satis
faction that I’m not alone.
It is amazing that in all the years that
we’ve had horses and grain, we’ve never
had a problem with rats….until now. So,
yeah, now I’m frustrated: rats!
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THUNDER BAY
By TB Source staff

ith less than a month to go before the
end of this year's campaign, the Thunder
Bay United Way says it is only halfway
towards meeting its fundraising target.
In September the United Way set a
campaign goal of $2.6million.
Last Tuesday, they announced they've raised
just shy of $1.3million so far.
Despite the shortfall, campaign cochair
Michael Nitz said they are not worried about
raising the required $1.3million in the next
couple of weeks.
One of the reasons for their optimism lies in
events like a new fundraiser that was
announced Tuesday.
“It’s an initiative that we’ve launched and
really it’s to engage new potential members
and donors,” Nitz said.
“If you haven’t donated before you can
pledge a dollar a day and that works out to 365
dollars a year and that will be matched.”
Nitz added many individuals have an
employee campaign, so they can instruct their
employer to take that straight off their
paycheck.
The United Way funds more than thirty
agencies including the Regional Food
Distribution Association. The campaign will
wrap up Dec. 31.

W
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HEADING TO HOMESTRETCH: United Way of Thunder Bay campaign co-chair says they’ve still got
work to do in order to hit this year’s $2.6-million target, adding the charity is about halfway to the total.
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TIMELY: Charmaine Cades of the Children’s Aid Society helps launch a food collection campaign

CAS food drive
gets assistance
THUNDER BAY
By Leith Dunick - TB Source
he Children’s Aid Society is teaming up
with local, independent grocery stores
and Tbaytel in an effort to ensure youngsters
don’t go hungry this Christmas.
The organization on Monday launched a
food collection campaign at Renco Foods
and Westfort Foods, encouraging shoppers
to donate nonperishable items, which will
be collected and then delivered to CAS
clients over the holidays.
As part of its 12 Days of Christmas,
Tbaytel is donating $5,000 to the cause,
some of which will be used to purchase gift
certificates at the participating grocery stores
and can be used to buy perishables like fruit
and vegetables, bread, milk, meat and eggs.
Brad Bane, the executive director at the
Children’s Aid Society, said food is one of
the keys to life and shouldn’t be placed on an
either/or list.
“Traditionally at Christmastime, people
think of supporting children through dona

T

tions of gifts,” Bane said.
“What we see in our service delivery is a
real dependence on community support
around ensuring families have adequate
nutrition. All too often we see families strug
gling to make ends meet and providing a
healthy meal to their children most days –
but particularly in the Christmas season.”
Seeing an opportunity, the organization
decided to see what they could do to close
the gap.
Charmaine Cades, manager of volunteer
services at the Children’s Aid Society said
food is often overlooked at Christmas, as
parents struggle to pay for presents and
school activities and cover monthly bills.
“One of the things we really like to do is
try to address needs for our families,” Cades
said.
To take part in the campaign, shoppers can
purchase nonperishable goods and donate
them at each of the three participating
grocery stores.The food will be donated to
CAS families in Thunder Bay and to about
20 in the region.
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Massive Cheer donation gets noticed
CHARITY
By Doug Diaczuk - TB Source

CHURCH

his holiday season, one local high school
banded together and went above and
Tbeyond
for its schoolwide food drive, col

PRESBYTERIAN

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
278 Camelot Street
The Rev. Harold Hunt, Minister

Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m.
DOUG DIACZUK

lecting more than 12,000 items for the
Christmas Cheer Fund.
Students at St. Ignatius High School
collected 12,855 items for the annual food
drive, of which $5,350 was a monetary
donation.
“The school really came together,” said
grade 10 student, Alexandra Grillo. “Our goal
was 10,000 but we went quite a lot past that.”
For the past two weeks, students from all
grades came together to collect food items
for the Christmas Cheer Fund, which will be
used to fill more than 1,500 Holiday
Hampers for people in need.
“Being able to donate and seeing how it
can put a smile on someone’s face for
Christmas really means a lot,” said grade 9
student, Lily Sutton. “And coming here and
seeing how happy it makes everybody and
how it makes a stronger community for us to
come together really means a lot to be a part
of that.”
According to Grillo, the entire school came
together to surpass the original goal because
students in every grade wanted to help.

LENDING A HAND: Alexandra Grillo (left) and Lily Sutton (middle), along with fellow classmates from
St. Ignatius High School collected more than 12,000 items for the Christmas Cheer Fund.
“It’s funny how at the beginning of the year
everyone is so different in different grades
and at Christmas everyone comes together
within the classes and the community and
helps out,” she said.
Grillo and Sutton, along with their fellow
classmates, were among the many volunteers
at the CLE on Monday helping sort and
prepare donations for distribution this week.
“I think it’s important to see where it’s
going,” Grillo said of volunteering. “It’s
helping people in our community, but it’s a
whole other level to help along the way in

the process.”
“And seeing all the hard work that goes in
to getting the food out to all the different
families and all the people working so hard
to make this happen,” Sutton added.
Hampers will be available to registered
families on Tuesday Dec. 13 in the south
ward and on Wednesday Dec. 14 in the north
ward. Donations are still being accepted for
the Christmas Cheer Fund.
“We are really proud of our school for
coming together,” Grillo said. “This was a
great year for Christmas Cheer.”

Sunday School & Nursery Provided

Phone:

345-8823
VINEYARD

DIRECTORY
UNITED

Current River
United Church
333 Morse Street

Sunday Worship
at 10:30 am
We Celebrate Community
All welcome!

Knox Shuniah United Church

LIGHTHOUSE OF HOPE
257 Park Ave.

Pastors Tony & Uschi
Sunday Service 10:30am

767-1705

Call 346-2600
To Advertise In
The Church Directory

1 Shuniah Street • 345-5065
knoxshun@tbaytel.net
http://knoxshuniahunited.webs.com
Advent 4 Sunday Worship:
December 18th @ 10:30 a.m.
followed by Hospitality
Minister: Rev. Marlene Britton-Walfall
Music Director: Betty E. White
Christmas Eve Worship:
December 24th @ 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Day Worship:
December 25th @ 10:30 a.m.
Minister: Rev. Marlene Britton-Walfall
Music Director: Betty E. White

LET US HELP YOU CHOOSE THE RIGHT GIFT FOR THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!
Traditional Christmas
in the
Fort William Business District
FREE on street Parking on Saturdays

Aboriginal Fine Arts Fair
Christmas Gift Show & Sale
ours
Santa'ssdH
y
a to

Tue
Saturday 0pm
 3:0
11:00am

SUPERIOR SHORES GAMING ASSOCIATION
435 Memorial Ave., Thunder Bay (807) 345-4946 ~ wwww.superiorshoresgaming.com

Downtown
Holiday Dollars

Visit any of our participating
locations and enter to win gift
certificates from some of our vendors.
The final draw will be held on Dec. 16th.
Enter to win $450.00 per week for a total
of $1,800.00 in downtown holiday dollars.

Gift Certificates

available at
Customer Service
11:00a.m.-1:00a.m.

December 13th - 17th.
Victoriaville Centre
10am - 5pm
Over 80 Northern Aboriginal
Art Artisans.

ENTER TO WIN

$450.00
Holiday Dollars
A Week.

Serve a traditional Christmas Dinner in the comfort
of your own home. All you need to do is pick it up.

Dinner for 6

$

138
PLUS HST

READY TO SERVE
• Fresh Baked Rolls
• Classic Airlane Caesar Salad
• Slow Roasted Turkey
• Cranberry Sauce
Includes • Traditional Stuffing
• Whipped Potatoes
• Natural Pan Gravy
• Vegetable Medley
• Carrot Cake
Call & Reserve yours today 473-1605

Yuletide Lunch Buffet
December 12 – 16
December 19 – 21
11:30am to 1:30pm
$

BUSINESS DISTRICT BIA

19.95

Reserve your spot. Call 473-1608
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Serving up helping of Christmas cheer
Hundreds enjoyed the taste of the season at the Salvation Army 23rd Annual Christmas Dinner at the Valhalla Inn.
THUNDER BAY
By Doug Diaczuk - TB Source

Something as simple as gift, a song, or
a fine linen table cloth can make
everyone feel a little more joyful.
On Sunday, the Salvation Army
hosted its 23rd Annual Christmas
Dinner at the Valhalla Inn. More than
360 people attended the turkey dinner
with all the trimmings.
The dinner is meant to provide a free
meal to anyone who may be alone
during the holidays or families who
may be feeling the financial stress of
the season.
“I think this kind of thing gives
people hope, it lets people know that
there are people that care about them
and want them to have special things
that many of us take for granted,” said
Major Lori Mitchell, executive
director of the Salvation Army. “The
whole atmosphere is just really
special. People come in and immedi
ately you can see their spirits lift, you
see smiles on their faces and the inter
action is really positive.”
The Valhalla Inn has been spon
soring the Salvation Army Christmas
Dinner for the past 23 years. This is
only the second year the dinner has
been held at the Valhalla Inn ballroom.
In previous years, it was held at the
Salvation Army headquarters, but due
to increasing demand, the Valhalla
offered up the ballroom for the dinner
and the hotel staff jumped at the
opportunity to volunteer.

DOUG DIACZUK

holiday season may seem
but it’s the small things
Tthathegrandiose,
make the biggest differences.

SERVICE WITH A SMILE: Volunteers serve up Christmas dinner with a smile during the 23rd Annual Salvation Army Christmas Dinner at
the Valhalla Inn last Sunday.
“They were growing so large,” said
Giuseppe Sirignano, director of food
and beverage services and assistant
general manager at the Valhalla Inn.
“There are a lot of needy families in
the city and it was just getting bigger
and bigger and they were having diffi
culties finding a venue to accomplish
this, so we said we would be happy to
do this for you and bring them here

and take care of them here in the
hotel.”
Mitchell said hosting the dinner at
the hotel brings something special to
an event that already includes a great
meal, toys for kids, carolers, and of
course, a visit from jolly ole Saint
Nick. But for many, it’s the little
things that carry the most meaning.
“We had one gentleman last year

who commented that he had never
been served dinner before,” Mitchell
said. “For many this is a really new
experience and something really
special. The Valhalla pulls out all the
stops. They have the linen table
clothes, the china, it makes it such a
special event.”
Sirignano added that hosting the
event leaves everyone feeling satis

fied, from the many with full
stomachs, to the dozens of volunteers
in the kitchen preparing the meal.
“We have about 30 volunteers back
there, which is probably our biggest
group of volunteers yet,” he said. “It is
something that is growing with the
staff and bringing their families out.
It’s been really beneficial for
everyone.”
Jasman Guerard was one of the
volunteers serving dinner on Sunday
and she said she wanted to help out
because she loves people and she
wanted to do something good for the
community.
“I think it is important when you are
doing well to give back to the people
who may not be so lucky,” she said.
This is Guerard’s first time volun
teering at the Salvation Army Dinner
and she said that everyone attending
was so grateful.
Guerard added she wasn’t sure how
comfortable everyone would be, but
she was confident that something
small like a hot meal or a cup of coffee
could make someone feel welcomed
and at home because during this time
of year, small gestures can make a
huge difference, even when it involves
something so invaluable.
“I think time is invaluable,” Guerard
said. “This time of year, it being so
crazy and everyone so consumed with
their own lives and their own social
and work and everything, I think time
is invaluable. If that’s all you can
give, some people may not be able to
give money or clothes, but it’s very
important that you can give it to
someone.”

BAD CREDIT? NO PROBLEM!
NO PROBLEM!
UNDISCHARGED
BANKRUPTCIES

GOOD CREDIT OR EVEN NO CREDIT

APPLY ONLINE
www.performancekia.ca

Details online at:
www.performancekia.ca

or call Ari

946 Memorial Ave. 345-2552 3432841
Toll Free
18663452552
Toll Free: 1-866-345-2552
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Taxes force move for local distillery
FOOD

By Jon Thompson - TB Source

Frape wasn't bluffing when he said
Ontario's high taxes on craft distillers
Jwereustin
pushing his business out of the

JON THOMPSON

province.
By the time a bill that will make changes
to distilling taxes was finalized for third
reading on Wednesday, Frape & Sons
Boutique Bitters had already courted the
Cook County Chamber of Commerce and
the mayor of Grand Marais, Minn.
ON THE MOVE: Justin Frape is making moves to
"At this point, it's inevitable that we'll be Minnesota due to high Ontario taxes
moving to Grand Marais," Frape said,
adding the distillery will employ six full cent tax on distilleries' direct sales. The
difference will amount to distillers paying
time staff.
Frape claimed the tax burden his $2.40 less in taxes per bottle.
Frape said craft distillers have been
company would face in Ontario would cut
78 per cent into profits compared to a 14 fighting for treatment similar to craft wine
per cent combined rate of federal and state and beer producers.
"We're taxed at a rate based on sale price
taxes the company would face in
rather than on volume and we pay the same
Minnesota.
The bill navigating its way through the tax as distillers with a 100gallon still or a
Legislature will replace a 140 per cent 30gallon still than the Diageos and Brown
markup through the LCBO with a 61.5 per Formans of the world pay with their

milliongallon stills," he said.
The bill was struck in response to a
constitutional challenge issued by the
Toronto Distillery Company, whose owners
claimed taxation without representation
because the LCBO markup was never
passed as a law. While they lost the case,
Ontario conceded there should be legisla
tion but craft distillers claim the scale is still
tipped in favour of the larger players.
The company that launched the case will
close for business in January 2017. The
owner of Hearstbased Loon Vodka is
looking to the Chinese market to supple
ment sales in order for him to have a salary.
Frape claims there are only 15 total craft
distillers in the province and under these
conditions, his company won't be one of
them.
"The province is not open for business as
it relates to distilling and they're touting it
as good social policy, which is insulting.
They're touting two dollars a bottle as filet
mignon when it's table scraps," he said.
"If they concentrate on volume rather than
on selling price, I'd be able to reconsider."
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STRONG AT 70: Is there another It’s a Wonderful Life out there in modern Christmas fare?

Traditions continue
Christmas evolution
’ve always been a traditionalist. I hold
tightly and rather stubbornly to the past,
especially at this time of year. After all, tra
ditions are what hold us to our families and
our memories.
My first Christmas
without my Dad was partic
ularly hard because he
wasn’t there, sitting in my
oversized armchair in my
living room on Christmas
morning. He always joked
that he wanted it when I
died. So one tradition was
gone.
He wasn’t calling me a
couple weeks before
Christmas to ask if I could
take care of Mom’s stocking for him. He
wasn’t seated at the head of the table for
dinner. And he wasn’t calling me a week into
the new year to ask if I would cook him
another turkey in a couple of weeks.
So with a loss of so many traditions, I’ve
been whiteknuckling those that remain for
the past few years. In December, I’d only
watch the classics: Rudolph, the RedNosed
Reindeer and Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch.
Christmas Eve, I settle into It’s a Wonderful
Life and the 1951 A Christmas Carol. I’d
even turn down the colour if some philistine
decided to forego the original black and
white. To me, that was Christmas.
This year, madeforTV holiday movies
started popping up in early November. Week
by week, the holiday spirit – and the movies –
grew on every network. So now, they’re
pretty hard to avoid.
Most involve romance, a group uniting, and
snow. Do they have the innocence of
Clarence? The sweetness of Zuzu’s petals?
Or the message of the most famous

I

Ebenezer?
No. What they have is hope.
Hope is in limited supply these days. It’s
hammered out of us on a daily basis by
current events worldwide. Then, television
brings us more horror for
entertainment
value,
whether it’s The Walking
Dead, Criminal Minds or
Donald Trump.
So is a lowbudget made
forTV Christmas movie
with mediocre writing and
secondrate acting going to
bring hope to the masses? Is
it going to start a meaningful
Christmas tradition for
someone?
Not likely. But then, there are Christmas
miracles.
Last year, I accidentally watched The
Christmas Shoes. (Not something I would do
on purpose.) Based on a country song, it’s
about a boy who wants to buy his dying
mother shoes so she can dance in heaven. I
sobbed through the end of it. Mrs. Miracle,
based on the Debbie Macomber character, is
about finding joy after great loss. I was
smiling when the credits rolled.
Maybe there isn’t another Wonderful Life in
the midst of our holiday TVmovies. But
does there have to be? Traditions only endure
if they’re allowed to grow and change so that
we can share them with others.
So in the off chance that I catch a little extra
hope this year, I’ve been letting those silly
holiday TVmovies roll while I decorate the
house and wrap presents with my dogs’ rather
questionable help.
I’m pretty sure Dad’s watching and
laughing at the process – from my over
stuffed chair.
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BREAK FREE FROM DEBT TODAY
We listen, we care and we can help.
Joe Zanni, BA, CPA, CA, CIRP
Licensed insolvency trustee

1095 Barton Street
8076254444

Factory Trained, Fully Licensed,
Master Certified, Serving
Northwestern Ontario over 38 years

9833449
3075 Alice Ave.

off Government Rd.

Season’s Greetings
and
Thank you
to our customers,
we are grateful for
your patronage.
Best Wishes for a
Happy New Year.
106 May Street S.

6234291

Between City Hall
and Victoria Avenue

1 Dozen Spring Rolls $15.95 + Tax

$

90

32

Open
Christmas &
• 2 Spring Rolls
New Years
• Sweet & Sour Chicken Balls
Can’t be combined
with other specials
• BonBon Spareribs
or coupons.
Valid until
• Sweet & Sour Shrimp
• Beef, Nooble & Veg. Stir Fry EATIN OR TAKE OUT Jan. 1/17
• Chicken Fried Rice
Open everyday including Christmas & New Years ‘til 8:30pm

Holiday Special for 2

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and all the best for the New Year!
From the students and staff at Dennis Franklin Cromarty High School.
Dennis Franklin Cromarty High School • 315 North Edward Street
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Do you have an opinion to share?
Email the editor at ldunick@dougallmedia.com

local sports news information coverage

LEITH DUNICK

TIP OF THE WEEK!
DRIVING FORCE: August Ricketts has more than doubled her offensive production in 2016-17, averaging 10.7 points per game.

ards

Ricketts finding her
groove in third year
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450 Sifton Ave.

18075771234

Thunderwolves pivot named team’s athlete of the month
BASKETBALL
By Leith Dunick – TB Source
he talent has always been there.
But for August Ricketts, the past
two seasons have been about
unlocking it.
She finally found the key this fall.
Ricketts, named the Lakehead
Thunderwolves women’s basketball
player of the month for November,
has been tearing up the court in
201617, providing some much
needed offence in the absence of
the injured Katelyn Andrea.
In her third season, the
Stouffville, Ont. native is averaging
10.7 points a night, more than
double the 4.7 points per game she
put up last season.
“I’m pretty happy, but I need to
work on being more consistent,”
Ricketts said. “Whenever I get to
that point, I’ll be a lot happier than I
am now.”

T
3 Just Reduced!!!

to choose
from

2015 Chevrolet
Equinox LT

$23,290

Plus HST and licensing
Odometer: 45,790 KM, Stock No: 075Z
Features: Anti-Lock Brakes, Driver Air Bag, Passenger Air Bag, Security System, Side Air Bag, Traction Control, Heated
Mirrors, Rear Window Defrost, 4-Wheel Disc Brakes, Brake Assist, Stability Control,Child Safety Locks,Rear Head Air
Bag, Front Head Air Bag, Rear Side Air Bag, Passenger Air Bag Sensor,Power Mirrors, Power Windows, Power
Steering, Power Door Locks, Air Conditioning, Tilt Steering Wheel, Climate Control, Cruise Control, Keyless Entry,
Automatic Headlights, Variable Speed Intermittent Wipers, Driver Vanity Mirror, Passenger Vanity Mirror, Driver
Illuminated Vanity Mirror, Passenger Illuminated Visor Mirror, Remote Engine Start, Power Outlet, Temporary spare tire,
AM/FM Radio, CD Player, Trip Computer, MP3 Player, STEERING WHEEL AUDIO CONTROLS, Auxiliary Audio Input,
Seating, Bucket Seats, CLOTH SEATS, Pass-Through Rear Seat, Power Driver Seat, Rear Bench Seat, Driver
Adjustable Lumbar, Heated Front Seat(s), Trim, Leather Steering Wheel, Tire Pressure Monitor, Privacy Glass Windows,
Engine Immobilizer.

That’s a pretty tall order for
someone averaging 56.7 per cent
from the field, fourth in the entire
OUA.
But Ricketts pointed to games
against Windsor and Western in the
middle of November, when she
combined to score just seven
points, as examples of games when
she didn’t contribute the way she
thinks she can each night.
“The first couple of games my
shooting percentage was pretty
high, so I guess that’s why the
number is so high. The last couple
of games haven’t been the greatest,
so I just have to keep that consis
tency I had for the first couple of
games in the season,” Ricketts said.
Coming into the season, after
Andrea went down, the LU
coaching staff weren’t sure exactly
where the bulk of their points were
going to come from.
But they had high hopes for

Ricketts and fellow pivots Daron
Mainville and Gillian Lavoie.
All three have delivered at
different times.
Assistant coach Lou Pero is
impressed with Ricketts’ develop
ment.
“She has a tremendous skill
package,” Pero said. “She’s right
handed and uses her left hand most
of the time and she’s actually some
times better than she is with the
right.
“Inside she’s got great lift, so
she’s really getting a feeling she can
score at this level and be an impact
at this level. And I think as she
turns the corner into January …
she’s able to be better because I
think she can be one of top players
in the OUA.”
The Wolves finished the first half
with a 25 record and return to the
court on Jan. 6 against Ryerson on
the road.
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Benny Woit dies
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NEWS
FINAL FOUR FINISH

OBITUARY

By Leith Dunick – TB Source

ormer Detroit Red Wings defenceman
Benny Woit has died.
He was 88.
Born in Fort William in 1928, Woit spent
parts of seven seasons in the National
Hockey League, winning Stanley Cups with
the Wings in 1952, 1954 and 1955.
He also spent time with the Chicago
Blackhawks.
In his career Woit appeared in 333 games,
scoring seven goals and 26 assists. He also
played in 41 playoff games, collecting two
goals and six assists in 41 games.
Originally scouted by the Toronto Maple
Leafs and recruited with their Ontario
Hockey Association team, he wound up with
the Red Wings organization instead. He won
a Memorial Cup in 1947 with the St.
Michael’s Majors, then the following year
led his hometown Port Arthur Bruins to a
Memorial Cup win.

F

Woit made his Red Wings debut in 1950
51, playing two regular season games. He
was a regular the following fall and scored a
goal and an assist in the 1952 semifinal
against the Toronto Maple Leafs, according
to the Hockey Hall of Fame.
Woit spent 18 seasons playing professional
hockey, retiring in 1966 after a season with
the Jersey Devils of the now defunct Eastern
Hockey League.
His final season in the NHL was 195657.
"I was fortunate,” Woit told the Red
Wings Legends blog. "I just happened to be
with the right guys I guess. Guys like (Ted)
Lindsay, (Gordie) Howe and (Terry)
Sawchuck ... you couldn't go wrong with
that bunch."
According to the blog, after retiring Woit
returned home to Thunder Bay, where he
worked as a longshoreman.
Woit, his wife Debbie and daughters
Debbie and Denise moved to Thunder Bay
several years ago.
He died last Wednesday in Richmond Hill.

KENNETH AMSTRONG/SOO TODAY

Former NHLer won three Stanley Cups in Detroit

CAME UP SHORT: Krista McCarville reacts during the 2016 Boost National Pinty's Grand Slam of Curling semiﬁnal held
Dec. 10, 2016 at the Essar Centre in Sault Ste. Marie. McCarville fell 6-5 to Switzerland’s Silvana Tirinzoni.
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Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right
to classify ads under appropriate
headings and to set rates therefore and to
determine page locations.
Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right
to revise, edit, classify or reject any
advertisement and to retain any answers
directed to the Box Reply Service, and to
repay the Customer the sum paid for the
advertisement and box rental.
Box replies on "Hold" instructions not
picked up within 10 days of expiry of an
advertisement will be destroyed unless
mailing instructions are received. Those
answering Box Numbers are requested
not to send originals of documents to
avoid loss.
All claims of errors in advertisements must
be received by the Publisher within 3 days
after the first publication. No refund if ad
is cancelled before expiry date.
Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right
to increase prices with 30 days written
notice.

tbClassifieds
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Does not apply to Bargain Corner ads.
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53. GENERAL SERVICES

3ft tall light up Santa and candles
$35/set. 623-7249

Call Rob for Professional, and Residential
Window Cleaning! Able to clean 4-storey
windows, eavestrough cleaning with industrial vacuum, clean exterior surfaces,
fall yard clean-up and dump-runs! RJC
WINDOW CLEANING AND HANDYMAN
SERVICES. 632-2161

23. MISC. FOR SALE

Decorative 4 panel Room divider Black
wood carving, Asian motif, double sided
designs 6ftx6ft. Paid $2000+ 43 years
ago. $500 obo. 623-7249
DRY FIREWOOD $340/per 5 ton load.
FREE DELIVERY. 627-5893
PENSIONED PAINTERS looking to stay
active. Very reasonable rates. Neat, fast
working, former housing authority professional painters. Also drywall repairs &
small renovations. Call or Text 626-6926
Stair climber for sale. Back up battery
fully charged. All offers considered.
Please call Brenda at 621-3483.

29. FOOD
PEROGIES! Cheese and sauerkraut, CABBAGE ROLLS, 8in or 5in MEAT PIES. Call
Marie 622-4541

30. MISC. WANTED

WANTED
$ TOP DOLLAR PAID $

For Scrap Vehicles
DAN’S EMERGENCY
ROAD SERVICE

767-3818

$CASH$

On the spot for your scrap
cars, trucks, vans and SUV's.
Same day pick-up with CASH.

Call Marcel
6247242 or 6260161

NEED MONEY FOR CHRISTMAS?
Sell those unwanted
items with a classified ad
in tbSOURCE
CASH PAID for World War I and II military
items, and WW2 P.O.W. art (ships, ships
in bottle etc.). Call 977-2977.

53. GENERAL SERVICES
#1 SNOW BLOWING DRIVEWAYS.
Phone Brian anytime! 768-9849 or
474-8870.
#1-A Snow blowing services, driveways, sidewalks, Dump runs! Garbage,
and junk. clean-out rentals, apartments,
sold homes. yard, roof, drain clean ups.
Odd Jobs. Frank 628-5919 or 767-0995

ADS

Must contain price.

Additional words 25¢.

CHRISTMAS TREES! Fresh cut local
Christmas trees for sale! Various sizes,
$15-$25. Please phone 620-2431

PHONE 346-2600
FAX 345-9923
EMAIL classifieds@dougallmedia.com

Christina’s Home and Garden, Reno’s,
Handyman, Roofing, Siding, Drywall,
Flooring, Painting, Plumbing, Landscaping, Fall clean-up, Flowerbeds, and Dump
runs. 621-1505
Fences, decks, sheds, skid-steer work,
or any outside project built for you by Octagon Contracting. Call 633-4488 for
quick services.
Norm’s Northern Auto Body and Paint
Since 1984, 903 Northern Avenue. Reasonable pricing! Any year, make, or
model excellent colour matching! All
work done on hoists to maximize quality
work on all lower areas! No corners cut,
no skimping! Quality materials, and pressure free friendly service. Rock guard
special $500-$800. Protect the lower
areas of your vehicle before it gets serious! Mask and spray $300-$400. Proficient in spraying tri coats, standard base
clear, or 1 part paint. Antique restoration.
Ask about our guarantee. 939-2873.
Seniors Helping Seniors! FALL CLEAN
UP! Large trailer for rubbish, WE RECYCLE! No items too big or small! Yard &
house clean-up. Tree and shrub removal!
Eaves trough cleaning/repair, painting,
drywall, general Handyman Services.
472-6371, gapace@lakeheadu.ca

54. HOME IMPROVEMENTS
DAN’S HOME SERVICES Renovations
- Drywall, plaster, tape, painting,
decks, fences, small jobs, FREE ESTIMATES! Professional Service 3448092 or 627-5713

Plus HST

DEADLINE

Classified Word Ads: MONDAY @ 4:00p.m.
Display & Photo Ads: MONDAY @ Noon

Visit our office @

87 N. Hill Street,
Thunder Bay, ON P7A 5V6
or online at

and on the internet at

www.tbnewswatch.com

58. CAREERS

Desjardins Financial Security Independent Network (DFSIN), Thunder Bay office
is looking to expand. As a DFSIN advisor,
you can count on us for business development tools, competitive compensation
and the expertise of a multidisciplinary
team. With us you’ll have access to the
support you need to grow your business
while remaining your own boss. To submit your resume, please email Donald
Pelletier, Sales Manager, at donald.
pelletier@dfsin.ca

63. COMING EVENTS
ELIZABETH ELLIOTT ANTIQUES and Collectibles. BUYING and SELLING Sherman
Jewellery, costume jewellery, watches,
rings, gold and silver bracelets, etc.,
Strawberry Hill Pottery, Dog River Pottery,
and unique misc. items/furniture. Please
call 344-1588 and leave message. Thank
You.
The Everything and More craft and vendor show will have a variety of wares
from local craftsmen and vendors. From
knitters and woodcrafters to Pampered
Chef, 31 gifts, Origami Owl and many
more. Support local vendors, sample a
Hot Diggety Dogs sausage and maybe
win a prize. Something for everyone. For
more information and dates, visit the
cruisingforcancertbay.ca website or call
252-9266
WORLD JUNIORS HOCKEY IN MONTREAL!!! See Canada win Gold in Montreal. Package includes flight, hotel and
tickets to both semi-finals, the bronze
and gold medal games. Call 807-2529266 for more information or visit the
events page at cruisingforcancertbay.ca.

67. IN MEMORIAM

50. PERSONALS

https:shop.dougallmedia.com
Office Hours:

Mon. - Fri. 8:30a.m. - 5:00p.m.

50. PERSONALS

2016
XMAS SALE
EXXXXTACY
SUPERSTORE
Looking for that great XMas gift
this year for that special someone?

LOOK NO FURTHER
We offer the best selection, prices and variety
on all adult XXX DVD movies, adult toys
for both men/women, and a huge assortment
of the best smoking hot glassware in Thunder Bay.

TONS OF STOCKING STUFFERS
ARE NOW AVAILABLE
CHECK OUT THESE GREAT DEALS
Brand new XXX DVD’s starting at $5.00
All adult toys are now buy 1,
get any 2nd and 3rd for ½ price
All glassware in our Water Pipe Emporium
are now buy 1, get any 2nd for just $4.20

Flooring: laminate, ceramic, hardwood,
competitively priced and installed by Octagon Contracting. Call 633-4488 for
your free quote.

SALE ENDS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 @ 7 P.M.

PENSIONED PAINTERS looking to stay
active. Very reasonable rates. Neat, fast
working, former housing authority professional painters. Also drywall repairs &
small renovations. Call or Text 626-6926

Remember, when it comes to adult fun,
we are your only true onestopshop
for all your adult needs in Thunder Bay.

Renovations: Working Carpenters/Partners with extensive renovation experience. We’re reasonable and reliable. PC
Construction. 252-9114
Renovations: bathroom, kitchen, basement or any part of your home or cottage, drywall and tile installation. Call
Octagon Contracting at 633-4488 for
your free quote.

BILL KING (October 30, 1914 - December 10 1985) Our Great Dad: Always in
our thoughts; Forever in our hearts.
Charlie, Bill, and Ti

Merry
XMas
Everyone!!!

57. HELP WANTED
Full-time Indian Cuisine Cook. $16/h.
E-mail resume to sharan@schol
arscanada.com, Fax 807-345-6833, Call
807-472-2796 or 807-286-6315.

www.tbnewswatch.com
DOZENS OF
NEW CLASSIFIED
LISTINGS EVERYDAY!

79 MACHAR AVE.  3455558
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  11 A.M. ‘TIL MIDNIGHT
NOBODY DOES IT LIKE EXXXXTACY, NOBODY !!!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

72. INFORMATION

2. INFORMATION

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLES

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

touch
Putting you inbusiness.
with the right

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Receive a FREE
DESSERT CARD when
you purchase a $25
Joey’s Gift Card.
Or receive a FREE
DESSERT CARD and a
FREE APPETIZER CARD
when you purchase a
$50 Joeys Gift Card.

Franchise Opportunities Joeys.ca 1.800.661.2123
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