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GOING DOWN: Minister of Municipal Affairs Bill Mauro applauds his parties 25 per cent Hydro rate cut.

Hydro rates cut
MPP Mauro says move not a political ploy
THUNDER BAY

plan for up to $50 billion in generation, trans
mission and distribution assets, over an extra
decade, but the Thunder BayAtikokan MPP
inister of Municipal Affairs Bill Mauro said it’s really righting a mistake made in the
last Friday shrugged off accusations the past.
“If we had originally structured the invest
Ontario government is slashing electricity
rates to lift the Liberals out of polling purga ments as 30year payments instead of 20, we
wouldn’t be here having this conversation
tory.
A day earlier, Premier Kathleen Wynne today. We made an implementation choice to
announced the province would cut residential do it over 20 years. We’re now choosing to
hydro rates by 25 per cent, refinancing debt do it over 30,” Mauro said.
“These assets will be serving the people of
over 30 years instead of 20.
The move will provide immediate savings, the province of Ontario over 30 years. I think
but ultimately cost billions more in interest you can make a great argument that the costs
associated with those assets should be spread
costs over the additional 10year period.
“I think that I’ve been asked that question over the life of the asset and that’s what we’re
every time I’ve made an announcement for doing.”
The costsaving includes an already
the last six months,” Mauro said at a news
promised eight per cent reduction
conference held to explain how the
that would see the provincial sales
Ontario Fair Hydro Plan would be
tax portion of energy costs elimi
rolled out this summer.
nated. A new Affordability Fund at
“I guess I could stop working on
“We’ve
behalf of the people of Thunder brought a lot the same time will enhance the
Ontario Electricity Support
BayAtikokan, if that’s the sugges
of programs Program, which will now be funded
tion. There will be other
forward
by the province, and the Rural or
announcements I’ll be making in
already...”
Remote Rate Protection, which
the next 12 or 14 or 16 months that
provides even more savings to resi
I’ve been working on for a very
BILL MAURO
dents living outside major centres.
long time.”
First Nations residents living on
Mauro also bristled at sugges
reserve will also receive a delivery
tions by Queen’s Park opposition
parties that the Liberals, mired in third place credit.
Mauro said electricity costs have risen for a
in a recent Forum poll, waited too long to
provide relief to electricity customers over number of reasons, with inflation and the end
burdened by high monthly bills, pointing to a of coalgenerated power.
Charla Robinson, president of the Thunder
number of initiatives embarked on by the
province designed to help homeowners and Bay Chamber of Commerce, welcomed the
rate reductions with open arms.
the business sector.
“We believe that a lot of small and medium
“We’ve brought lots of programs forward
already, including a Northern Ontario energy enterprises will be able to take advantage of
tax credit, including a senior’s tax grant and this cut … Certainly this is something that
other programs that are being enhanced businesses will be eagerly awaiting the bill
that comes in with the rebate in the summer,”
today as well,” Mauro said.
“So I would suggest if their comment is this Robinson.
“And it definitely will have a positive
is a beginning point for our government,
impact on the economy because we do know
they’re completely, completely off base.”
Mauro acknowledged critics have jumped this has been having an impact on folks’
on the Liberals for stretching the payment discretionary spending allowances.”
By Leith Dunick – TB Source
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Wall’s face chosen Golf
By Jon Thompson – TB Source
he High Street retaining wall
won't have its traditional rock face
when it's rebuilt this summer but it
will look like rock.
Council ordered its administration
to tender the $2.4million project with
a precast pressed concrete exterior on
Monday, bringing a long debate to a
close.
Other options included restoring the
"rubble" stone and commissioning a
mural commemorating the city's
contribution to the First World War.
"I like the plan. I think the wall
they're going to put up, it's really
nice," said Red River Coun. Brian
McKinnon, who has watched the
wall rise to become a top infrastruc
ture issue in his ward over nearly NEW PLAN: Council has chosen precast pressed concrete for the High Street wall.
three years. He was relieved to have it
being in the poorest condition among safeguards must be put in place to
settled.
"They're going to use some of the all municipallyowned structures. Its protect public safety."
While city engineering director
rehabilitation was deferred
old brick they're taking
when council passed the Kayla Dixon eased concerns the
down on some of the stairs
city's 2016 budget and city leaning wall could collapse onto
to maintain some of that as
“I like the
administration insisted it be High Street, she advised council
well. It's going to be very
plan. I think included in 2017.
Cornwall Avenue at the top of the
attractive."
"This project cannot be wall is at risk.
McKinnon compared the
the wall
"I believe the wall needs to be
construction choice to a they’re going deferred. The structure
must be stabilized," reads a replaced and there is jeopardy of
similar structure on Belrose
to put up, it’s report
administration localized failures," she said.
Road.
really nice.” submitted to council this
Rodney Brown led a movement to
Coun. Frank Pullia and
keep the "rubble" rock exterior. He
week.
McKellar Coun. Paul Pugh
BRIAN
"There is no evidence to left the meeting immediately
cast dissenting votes.
MCKINNON
support that the structure following council's decision.
Engineers have expressed
"They want fake rock, they can
behind the stone and mortar
concerns over the wall
face is sound. If replace have fake rock," Brown said in
since 2008. The latest
reports have referred to the wall as ment does not proceed in 2017, frustration.

T

JON THOMPSON

That’s right, golf every Friday this season for only
$99 plus tax. Hurry, this special ends March 12th.
Purchase your Friday Membership at Dragon’s
Den Sports Bar located in the Landmark Inn.

By Leith Dunick – TB Source

final verdict in the threeday
court case between the City of
Thunder Bay and CN Rail will have
to wait a little longer.
After listening to arguments from
both sides for two days, Justice
Patrick Smith on Friday asked for
more time before making his

A

decision.
The railway is in court looking to
get out of a 111yearold deal signed
between the Grand Trunk Railway
and the city of Fort William
requiring the company to maintain
the bridge in perpetuity. It’s been
closed to vehicular traffic since
October 2013 because of a fire.
CN calls the agreement unreason
able and unfair, stating vehicles

have changed in size and speed over
the past century, adding the
Kaministiquia River span would
have to be redesigned and reconfig
ured to meet today’s standards.
Smith told the two sides he plans
to reserve his decision until a future
date, which has yet to be
announced.
With files from Christina Jung,
Thunder Bay Television
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CITY HALL

Sunday, April 2, 2017
1:00 - 4:00 P.M
The Prince Arthur Hotel & Suites
Tickets $40.00
An Afternoon Featuring:
Designer Fashions
High Tea with fancy sandwiches & desserts
Silent Auction
Raffle $10 —Two tickets anywhere WestJet flies
Prize for the best Hat/Fascinator at each table
Cash Bar
Purchase a table of 8 and receive one free ticket
Fashions Provided by/ Tickets Available at:

The Little Mermaid, Perfect Fit Lingerie, Silhouette Boutique, Hey Sailor
Also Available at:
Community Living Thunder Bay, Canadian Mental Health Association

TUESDAY

(All major credit cards, debit, cash accepted)
Proceeds to Canadian Mental Health Association and Shelter House Thunder Bay

For More Information Contact Community Living Thunder Bay 622-1099 ext. 0
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Extraordinary travel specialists providing outstanding
services to get you where you need to go as seamlessly
as possible. After all… We Know Travel Best.

FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY
All Inclusive Resorts, Cruise packages, Escorted Tours , Group Travel,
Destination Weddings & Honeymoons, Flights, Hotels & Car Rentals,
Business Travel, Travel Insurance, Last minute Specials and more !

Sample “Exclusive” Small Group & Specialty Tours
MAGICAL MARITIMES
FALL FOLIAGE TOUR
Sept 23–Oct 5, 2017 • 13 days

NEWFOUNDLAND &
LABRADOR DISCOVERY
July 11–23, 2017 • 13 days

RICHES OF THE MEKONG
Aboard the AMADARA
April 23–30, 2018 • 7 nights
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BEEN THERE, DONE THAT: Derek Burney is Canada’s former ambassador to the United States.

St. John’s

HaLong Bay

Peggy’s Cove

For all your travel needs, call the experts!
301 Bay Street - Thunder Bay, ON
Phone:

807-623-8353

Toll-Free:

1-800-311-5432

Email: 181@maritimetravel.ca

Do you have an opinion to share?
Email the editor at ldunick@dougallmedia.com

Do you or a family member have a chronic condition
like diabetes, pain, stroke, cancer, fibromyalgia
or any other longterm health condition?

Register today for our FREE Workshops!
Learn lifestyle coping strategies to help you lead a healthy life.

For more information or to register
Visit us today at www.healthychange.ca
Or call 18006265406
for details about a workshop near you.

Surviving Trump
Derek Burney says it can be done, with effort
emanating from the White House.
“Unlike Mexico, Canada is not really the
target of Trump’s antitrade tirades. That was
anada is not immune to the politics that confirmed during Prime Minister (Justin)
gave life to Donald Trump, says the Trudeau’s first meeting with Trump last
country’s former ambassador to the United month. The tone was cordial, and to some
extent reassuring,” the 77yearold Burney
States.
Derek Burney, in a speech to about 400 said.
The U.S. president is particularly annoyed
people on Thursday night at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church, said Canada’s by U.S. firms moving plants and jobs to other
combined federal and provincial debt has hit a countries, in particular China and Mexico, the
latter of which he’s threatened to impose a 20
staggering $1.3 trillion.
Continued overspending, policy misman per cent tariff on all goods coming into
agement and skewed priorities detract from American from their neighbours to the south.
Burney said Canada still remains the United
the true responsibility of government, Burney
States’ largest trading partner, calling it a
said.
“They feed cynicism and stir frustration and healthy balance.
“Furthermore, Canada is not attracting U.S.
resentment in many populations. That is what
helps stimulate support for Donald Trump in firms to move here these days, more is the
pity,” Burney said. “On the contrary,
America, for Brexit in the UK and
some in Ontario are doing the
is fuelling populist sentiments now
opposite, and when you open your
across Europe,” said the Fort
electricity bill you know precisely
Williamborn Burney, a longtime
Conservative who once served as “Canada may why.”
Canada can win in the age of
chief of staff to former prime
be relatively
Trump,
but it must be vigilant to the
minister Brian Mulroney.
immune for
tweaks the Americans have in mind
“Canada may be relatively
now, but for
in regards to renegotiations
immune now, but for how long?
how long?”
surrounding the North American
Our governments need to connect
better with the citizens they serve.”
DEREK BURNEY Free Trade Agreement, and prepare
for all contingencies.
Calling Trump a maverick and
“As a consummate dealmaker,
nominally a Republican, Burney
Trump likes to win. As president
said the billionaire firsttime politi
cian has been openly disdainful of the efforts he’s going to have to realize that when
of previous governments on either side of the dealing with a neighbour and an ally, wins
political spectrum. He’s promised to shake up must be mutual,” said Burney, who helped
the Washington power structure and rejects craft NAFTA in the mid1980s. “We have to
be on high alert because we could be a victim,
trade with other nations for trade’s sake.
The showman who authored The Art of the even if we’re not the target, of (protec
tionism).”
Deal is looking for an American edge.
The key may be to impress on Americans
“The key question,” said Burney, “is how
much of his protectionist fervour is bluster, everywhere just how valuable trade with
intended to cajole compliance, a tactic that’s Canada is to them and how damage to either
working in some American circles. And how partner inevitably damages both.
“Maxim number one for any Canadian
much will translate into more negative
negotiator is that no deal is better than a bad
action?”
There is good news amidst all the noise deal.”

POLITICS

By Leith Dunick – TB Source
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City looks to upload
Certain social service costs belong with the province: Virdiramo
CITY HALL

By Jon Thompson – TB Source
he city is hoping the province
will upload costs in homeless
ness and mentalhealth programs as
it reenvisages social issues as
health issues.
The city's Intergovernmental
Affairs Committee made a pitch to
provincial ministers at this week's
Ontario Good Roads Association
annual conference in Toronto that
the Ministry of Health and Long
Term Care should be taking the lead
on funding the city's homeless
shelter and pay for a prospective
mental health program for the
Thunder Bay Police Service.
“Shelter House and the programs
they provide are basically health
issues and they're not municipal
issues,” said Intergovernmental
Affairs Committee chairman and
Coun. Joe Virdiramo.
“We support it because we know
it's needed. However, it's not
actually our issue. It's a health issue
and it should be addressed by
health.”

Different sources
Shelter House's capital and opera
tions costs are currently funded
through a number of programs but
the city most directly supports the
homeless shelter through the
Community, Youth Cultural
Funding Program.
The city is contributing $319,000
to Shelter House in 2017 for a total
of $1.6 million since 2014 through
that fund alone. Local taxpayers
also contribute through their share

JON THOMPSON

T

JOE VIRDIRAMO: Homelessness and
mental health should be provincial costs.

Could be welcomed

of Thunder Bay District Social
Services Administration Board
(DSSAB) funds.
Interpreting homelessness and
substance issues as health issues
has its local precedents. In January,
the North West Local Health
Integration Network adopted the
Shelter House's Managed Alcohol
program, providing $185,000 in
bridge funding that will end in June.
By that time, LHIN executives have
committed to assessing whether the
network will fund the program on
an ongoing basis as it does with a
similar program in Kenora.
Committee vicechairman Coun.
Brian McKinnon also sits on the
Thunder Bay Police Services
Board. He's hoping the health
ministry will prompt the North

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

West LHIN to support the proposed
Community Crisis Response Centre
and Mobile Crisis Response Team,
which would team up police
officers with mental health workers.
Under the proposed program,
Canadian
Mental
Health
Association crisis response workers
would triage mental health inci
dents as distinct from legal
incidents and direct those experi
encing mental health crises to
relevant services. McKinnon antici
pates the program could result in
police department savings where
officers are now spending as long
as four hours accompanying
citizens through treatment at the
hospital.
McKinnon said the city is “getting
a pretty good feeling now” that the
North West LHIN is receptive to
funding the program, as their coun
terparts are funding comparable
programs with police services
across the province.
He is concerned, however, such a
program would come at the expense
of other health services.
“We’ve met with the LHIN on a
couple of occasions and they
support it but their response is, ‘we
support that, we have to give some
thing up.’ That’s where we are right
now,” McKinnon said.
“But if the province comes across
and says, ‘this is really important,'
the other LHINs are supporting it. I
don’t know what they’ve given up.
Maybe it’s time for us to have our
kick at it then and let’s see what’s
given up.”

CUSTOM FRAMING FOR LESS!
All framing is produced locally on site. WE’RE NOT THE BIGGEST BUT WE OFFER THE BEST PRICES!
We can frame virtually anything including medals, posters, jerseys and more!

50



REDEEM THIS COUPON TO RECEIVE

%


RECYCLE

OFF

PICTURE FRAMING ANY SIZE, ANY QUANTITY THE PICTURE STORE AND FRAMING CENTRE

269 Red River Road

345-9989
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Editorial
EDITORIAL

Hydro rate
cut is fishy
t’s hard not to look at Premier Kathleen
Wynne’s decision to reduce hydro rates
by up to 25 per cent with anything but a
little cycnism.
Sure, the savings will come in handy
and are welcomed by households and
businesses from Kenora to Cornwall.
The question remains, how did
Ontarians get here in the first place.
According to figures provided by
Hydro Quebec, people living in Ontario
are getting raked over the coals when it
comes to electricity prices in Canada.
Montreal residents in 2016 on average
paid 7.23 cents per kilowatt hour. Those
living in Winnipeg paid 8.43 cents per
kilowatt hour.
Ottawa residents forked over 16.15
cents per killowatt hour, while in Toronto
it was 17.81 cents.
Costs to Thunder Bay Hydro customers
vary depending on the time of day, from
8.7 cents in offpeak hours, to 18 cents
during peak energyuse times.
Wynne’s rate reduction comes slightly
more than a year ahead of a provincial
election.
At least one recent Forum poll has the
ruling Liberals buried in third place,
behind the majorityhunting Conser
vatives and the secondplace NDP.
The move simply spreads out the cost
of $50 billion in infrastructure over an
additional 10 years, from 20 to 30. The
next government needs to buckle down
on finding ways to actually reduce costs,
not rob Peter’s children to pay Paul.

I
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Social programs matter
To the editor:
applaud the efforts of the City of
Thunder Bay lobbying on social
development to the government of
Ontario cabinet ministers.
The last little while we've heard loud
and clear from citizens, community
advocates, communities of interest,
politicians, and organization leaders
that there is a serious matter with
social development in this commu
nity.
There is a worsening of social and
economic inequality that leads to
other issues.
Following the commentary and
decisionmaking over the past few
years seems to demonstrate that
organizations may not be taking on
the appropriate responsibilities and/or
are not compatible to the programs
that are offered by other levels of
government.
Furthermore, with all the different
strategies that are municipal and
service provider owned, perhaps there
could be a way to bring partners,
resources and dollars together around
one community social development
strategy with action plans assigned to
the appropriate agencies that would
have success in responding to the
identified needs.
Also, this could lead to creative and
innovative ways of setting up services
and infrastructure. I suggest this idea
because the status quo is not working;
it's hit and miss with duplication and
gaps.
I think this would bring coherence to
social development in the community
to ensure that we are indeed providing
a handup to our most vulnerable,
people fallen into hardship, and
changing the community attitude on
social development.
This is not to suggest there is no
good work happening, but improve
ment on approach can be made.
Perhaps the next step is to build on
these efforts of the work done to date
to strengthen the response in our
community.
Thank you and keep on persevering.

I

Brent Kelso,
Thunder Bay

25 per cent off what?
To the editor:
he recent announcement by the
provincial government that they
will cut our hydro costs by 25 per
cent, the largest cut in Canadian histo
ry deserves some critical assessment.
The Canadian Jewelers Association
warned people about similar big
discounts, some 30 years ago, with the
slogan, "50 per cent off what ?"
I continue to warn people about
these big discounts, that appear to be
great savings, however they are not..

T

Last year I received a phone call
from a client visiting Toronto,
asking me about a gold chain that
was being offered at 50 per cent off
the market price. A gold chain was
marked at more than $800 and was
now on special for $400.
I asked the caller to find out what
they were really buying and paying
for. When buying gold jewelry, the
weight is a prime factor, as is the
karat of the gold, and the quality of
the finish, and manufacturer. The
caller told me that the seller would
not tell them the weight.
The customer eventually bought
the piece, and brought the chain to
me. I examined it and determined
that our regular price would be
$250. So beware of these discounts.
Well along comes the provincial
government with their 25 per cent
off sale on hydro. Is it a good deal?
Well, take another look at some
comparatives.
The average cost for hydro in
Ontario is a total of $239.23 for
1,000 kilowatt hours
Compare that to a total of $81.38
for 1,000 KwH in Manitoba. In
Quebec the average cost is $89.62
for 10,000 kilowatt hours.
Ontario hydro is 194 per cent
higher than the rates in Manitoba, in
part by many flawed decisions of
the past 30 years, that have to be
passed onto the people of this

province.
Ontario would have to get a 67 per
cent discount, not 25 per cent, to be
the same as the hydro rates in
Manitoba and Quebec.
So the lesson is that we should
beware of statistics and political
truths, even if they are based on
some truths, they can be misleading.
Caesar J. B. Squitti
Thunder Bay

Tag system effective
To the editor:
he bagtag system with a charge
works effectively in many other
cities (Toronto for one).
There are households that need more
than 2 bags, households with babies,
sometimes seniors, and larger house
hold numberwise.
I know when caring for my mother
who was wheelchair bound, we
needed more than two.
Another chronic problem my neigh
bours and I already face in our
neighbourhood are the bags of
garbage dumped at the back of our
fences. We don't have neighbours
across the way.
It becomes a sorry state in the
summer and we have no choice but to
get rid of them.
This is not an issue of people gener
ating as much landfill as they like,

T

sometimes it is simply facing the
reality of a living situation that
produces more garbage.
Let people purchase an extra tag if
they need it.
They would not pay the extra cost
without cause in most cases.
Jeanetty Jumah,
Thunder Bay

A hydro Hail Mary
To the editor:
he province raised the rates by 40
per cent and now are giving back
up to 25 per cent and they want a pat
on the back for that ?
If Premier Kathleen Wynne really
cared about the people she would
rebate what we have been over
charged for years, cut top executives
outrageous salaries, remove the 40 per
cent increase from last fall, and then
give us the 25 per cent reduction as of
today, not in the summer.
Add on to that selling excess
production at cost or above, not below
and we might have a plan that works.
Quit blowing smoke up our collec
tive butts.
Too many people have caught on to
the conniving already. Not trying to
garner votes? Baloney.

T

Frank Fox,
Thunder Bay
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Perspective

Pizza and politics
Does pineapple belong on top of a savoury pie?
By J.R. Shermack
Special to TB Source

he new American president is
dominating the news these days
while many other important current
events are going unnoticed.
For example, if you’re looking for
an international incident you can
really sink your teeth into, try biting
off a piece of this one.
It all started innocently enough
when the president of Iceland was
asked a whimsical question at a high
school assembly.
One student wanted to know what
the president thought about pineapple
as a pizza topping.
President Gudni Johannesson gave
what he thought was a lighthearted
answer – if he had the power, he
would ban all tropical fruit from
savory pies.
With a 97 per cent approval rating
he felt comfortable joking around
even though 60 per cent of Icelanders
actually enjoy pineapple on their
pizza.
But he underestimated the strength
of the international reaction and had
no way of knowing that he would
launch a worldwide culinary debate.
Pizza pie originated in Naples in the
17th century and was traditionally
made using only four toppings.
Many Neapolitans still feel that
tomato, mozzarella, fresh basil and
extra virgin olive oil are the only
acceptable ingredients.
The owner of one pizzeria in Rome
claims that in 40 years, nobody has

T

rant – that way, if someone asks, he
ever asked him for pineapple.
Some pizzaloving Italian diners can honestly say there is none avail
refer to this offensive fruit as if it able.
Both chefs favour the traditional
were the topping of the devil.
They are convinced the USA is recipe from Naples using the original
guilty, saying Americans always four toppings – they would never
even think about making a pizza with
seem to do strange things to pizza.
But they appear to be mistaken – “fruit salad” on top.
This is as offensive as putting
the guilty nation has proudly stepped
forward to take credit for this abomi cheese on spaghetti with clams or
using a spoon for twirling your pasta.
nation.
Other pizza pie traditionalists think
Canada is clearly implicated and
many here have claimed the the Icelandic president’s executive
Hawaiian pizza (pineapple and ham) order should be extended to include a
long overdue ban on olives.
as a purely Canadian
Other questionable toppings
innovation.
include wiener coins, hard
They say it happened at
Pineapple
boiled eggs, orange cheese,
some unknown pizzeria
could
spam and any creambased
in Ontario, making us
possibly be
sauce.
equally as guilty as Mr.
the most
You can’t just throw
Johannesson in fueling
divisive of all anything on a chunk of dough
this culinary debate.
and call it a pizza – you have
Pineapple
could
the rogue
to draw the line somewhere.
possibly be the most
pizza
And as for sauerkraut, they
divisive of all the rogue
toppings.
say that’s the main reason
pizza toppings.
Germans didn’t invent pizza.
Even those who occa
For his part, President Johannesson
sionally enjoy this exotic fruit on their
pie have to admit, there are often amended his original comment to say
he actually likes the taste of
unintended consequences.
For example, one disgruntled pineapple.
However, he remains fundamen
boyfriend considered Hawaiian pizza
to be a deal breaker – even love tally opposed to savory pies topped
cannot bloom in the presence of with fruit regardless of the interna
tional furor.
pineapple.
As for me, in Toronto recently I
When one restauranteur in Toronto
was asked for comment he said he witnessed a pie topped with arti
tried pineapple pizza once, 35 years chokes and cucumber.
I don’t know what it was supposed
ago in Italy.
to be but it sure didn’t look like pizza.
It was his first and last time.
Even pineapple tidbits would be
Another business owner doesn’t
even keep pineapple in his restau better than that.

PINTEREST

OPINION

FOREIGN OBJECTION: Iceland’s prime minister joked he would ban pineapple from pizza.

HOW TO WRITE US:

Memorial
Avenue
ort Arthur’s Public Ut
ilities Commission
built this sign on Memo
rial Avenue at the city’s
border with Fort Willi
am in 1939 to com
memorate the visit of
King George VI and
Queen Elizabeth. The
side facing Fort Willi
am read “Welcome to
Port Arthur, Electric
Living at Low Cost.”
The other side read:
“Many a Happy
Return to Port Arthur.”

P

etters to the editor are most welcome.
Those kept to 350 words or less
have priority.

L

The Thunder Bay Source reserves the
right to edit submissions for content and
clarity. All attempts will be made to
preserve the core argument of the author.

Address them to:
Thunder Bay Source
87 North Hill Street,
Thunder Bay, ON P7A 5V6
Fax: 3459923
Email: ldunick@dougallmedia.com
Visit our website: www.tbnewswatch.com

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION:

your

VOICE

VOICE

YOUR OPINION ABOUT
THINGS THAT MATTER MOST.

VISIT www.tbnewswatch.com
TO SHARE YOUR IDEAS AND VIEWS ABOUT
OUR WEEKLY POLL QUESTION.

Should world powers consider military
intervention in North Korea?

TOTAL VOTES: 250

YES

48%

NO

43.2%

DON’T KNOW
8.8%
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Business born
at Lakehead
EDUCATION

By Leith Dunick – TB Source

hen Sasha Bubon left the Ukraine seven years ago, he thought he was
going to spend his life as a computer scientist.
How things change.
On Friday the Lakehead University PhD student launched Radialis, which
is partnering with the Centre for Imaging Technology Commercialization to
design, manufacture and market a highresolution positron emission
mammography device.
It’s a joint venture between the university and the Thunder Bay Regional
Research Institute, and possibly the start of things to come for the medical
imaging industry in the city.
It’s the stuff of dreams, Bubon said.
Seeing his research put into practice is reward in itself.
“I’m really eager to show that you can not only research it, but make an
application out of it and bring it to people. In our case you bring it to market
and you actually make patients benefit from it,” he
said.
Bubon admitted there are plenty of challenges
facing Thunder Bay researchers.
For starters, the infrastructure that might be found
in larger centres like Toronto isn’t in place.
“We kind of have to build it from the beginning,”
he said. “Things that require knowledge, it’s a little
bit off the beaten path for many services we’d
require. But we try to build our relationships here
with suppliers and vendors and different services.
ALLA REZNIK
“If we can’t find the knowledge in town we try to
bring it here. And in the worstcase scenario we try
to contract it out and try to build our own knowledge. It is challenging some
times, but most of the time we can work around it and make it work.”
Bubon is confident the city can host a vibrant technological industry.
“I think innovation should be successful. We are already creating things to
make the world a better place,” he said.
Canada research chair Alla Reznik, the chief scientific officer at Radialis
said the device will help patients for whom conventional breastcancer
screening methods don’t always work.
Reznik said the university, which is entering Research and Innovation
Week, has provided the support that makes a company like Radialis – and
hopefully others down the road – possible.
“We are not only developing something, it doesn’t only end with proof of
concept. Our laboratory prototypes, our idea to go the whole way from inven
tion to commercialization means the patient will benefit from what we’re
doing in the lab,” she said.
It’s a way to diversify an economy awaiting just this type of innovation.
“Our economy has all the prerequisites to be based on science,” she said,
noting Radialis is the second spinoff company through the TBRRI, after XLV
Diagnostics.
“It’s going very well and they are almost ready for clinical trials here at the
Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre.”
Andrew Dean, the school’s vicepresident of research and innovation, on
Friday also announced the launch of the Centre for Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Research, which will promote and support research and
innovation and entrepreneurship at Lakehead.

W

Serious injury in crash
POLICE

By TB Source staff
aramedics rushed a man to hospital last Friday afternoon after a sin
glevehicle collision.
Emergency crews responded just before 2 p.m. to the crash, which
occurred at the intersection of Oliver and Mapleward roads.
In a release, city police said the vehicle left the roadway and struck a
tree on the north side of Oliver Road.
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people health home food leisure

Sled for Eternity raises $61K

Professional Family Hair Care

K A K A B E K A FA L L S

By Nicole Dixon – TB Source
ozens of snowmobile enthusiasts had
the opportunity to experience the
beauty of Northwestern Ontario this week
end and it was all for a good cause.
More than 80 riders joined forces in the
fourth annual Sled for Eternity to raise
money in support of a local program aimed
at helping people who struggle with addic
tion.
Northwestern Ontario Adult and Teen
Challenge director Robby Ahuja said the
purpose for the ride is to raise awareness
and support for the lifechanging recovery
and prevention programs offered by Adult
and Teen Challenge.
“We are an organization that helps both
men and women break free from life
controlling addictions,” Ahuja said.
Organizers wanted to find a fun way for
people to get involved and raise awareness
and funds to help these men and women
suffering from addiction.
The money raised throughout this event
is used to help run the organization.
“January, February and March…the first
quarter of the year is a tough time, so this
event was really created to help us pay our
bills for the first quarter of the year,” Ahuja
said.
Although this year’s winter weather
caused closures on many trails throughout
the season, the trails used for this race held
up relatively well.
Ahuja said he was surprised the trails

NICOLE DIXON

D

“It helps us meet our goals,” Ahuja said.
“If we meet our goals we can do the cause
that we are committed to, which is helping
men and women fight addictions and find
freedom.”
Ahuja added that it means a lot for him to
see all these people in the community get
behind Teen Challenge and to have those
who have been affected by drugs, alcohol
and addiction support the cause as well.
Sled for Eternity raised about $61,000.

BROKER
WWW.JOANNESMITH.CA
Cell Phone: (807) 4747355
Office Phone: (807) 7662221
Fax: (807) 7670021
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

MULTI RESIDENTIAL

Off HAIRCUT

No Appointment Necessary Ever.

Professional Family Hair Care

Off

10

$

FUN DAY: More than 80 riders took part in the sledding fundraser for Adult and Teen Challenge.
were even usable and he couldn’t be more
thankful for the luck they’ve had.
Those who took the chance on the trails’
conditions were asked to go around the city
and fundraise for Adult and Teen Challenge
had the opportunity at winning prizes.
Some of the top prizes included a 2017
Yamaha Sidewider Turbon snowmobile
and a used 2010 Kia Forte.
Ahuja said Sled for Eternity means a lot
for Adult and Teen Challenge.

Professional Family Hair Care

Our Everyday
Low Price

Ê

2
$
5
$

Permanent
Colour
Regular Price
$54.95 and up

Appointment recommended

Ê

Annual event a success
despite a lack of snow
in Thunder Bay region

Ê

Service with a Smile or
Your Haircut is Free!

Professional Family Hair Care

Off

PERM

Regular Prices
$65.95 - $75.95 - $85.95
Short, Medium, Long
Conditioning Perm.

(including shampoo & cut) Appointment Recommended

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS!
307 Euclid Ave. (Off W. Arthur St.) ........... 475-4322

843 Red River Rd.............. ................767-1471
HOURS: Monday to Friday 9 - 9 Saturday 9 - 6

For printable coupons  visit our website kellysfamilyhaircare.com

TBREB MLS
Top Achiever Award ‘07-’16
Top 10 Award ‘16
Tied 4th Citywide ‘16
Century 21
Centurion
‘14-’16

CONDOMINIUMS

VACANT LAND

RECREATIONAL
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ADVERTISING FEATURE

YOUR COMMUNITY.
YOUR VOICE. YOUR

FROM CHIROPRACTIC TO THE HEALTH CARE AIDE, OUR SPECIAL SECTION OFFERS AN ABUNDANCE OF IDEAS AND SERVICES.

LIVE A HEALTHY LIFE BY MAKING POSITIVE CHOICES THAT IMPROVE YOUR PHYSICAL, MENTAL AND SPIRITUAL HEALTH.

KEEPING YOU INFORMED

Lose 20-30 pounds in 6 weeks
hen following the Doctor Supervised
ChiroThin Weight Loss Program
you will lose a significant amount of
weight. However, the best thing is that you
are provided with a way to break all of the
bad habits that got you to where you are...
overweight and needing help!
There are no expensive frozen foods,
shakes or pills, and exercise is closely
monitored weekly.
Real food, real results!
The program is six weeks long, where a
very specific diet at meal times is followed
(real food) as well as twice weekly
appointments where your individual
biomarkers are measured and tracked. In
addition, a ChiroThin spray is taken three
times a day which reduces appetite, stops
hunger pangs, increases detoxification and
provides energy and better sleep.
Sounds too good to be true, doesn’t it. It
isn’t. We’ve had dozens of patients losing
1030 pounds easily and two men have
taken off 40 pounds in six weeks and a
few ladies have taken off 30 pounds.
Many have done multiple rounds and have
shed 6090 pounds.
Twice weekly we measure body weight,
body and visceral fat, BMI, blood
pressure, blood sugar, and resting heart
rate. You are coached by our staff, super
vised by myself, questions answered,
cheered on and encouraged to do the best

W

Make the decision to lose weight,
improve your health, and regain
your energy. Our program gives
you the tools for long-lasting
results as well as:
• entire process is doctor supervised
• one-on-one personal evaluations
• no drugs, surgery, or injections
• no shakes or pre-packaged food

How to Lose 20  30 lbs
in 6 weeks free Workshop.

Call for our Free Workshop
on Wednesday, March 15 at 7 p.m.
at the Cranton Wellness Centre.
Space is limited.

Cranton Wellness Centre
3 701 Memorial Ave. Thunder Bay, ON

(807)343 7932

www.crantonwellnesscentre.com

DR. ALAN
CRANTON
DC, ND
ON

HEALTH

you can.
You are provided with meal plans, a
daily journal and a great recipe book with
all kinds of fresh foods. As a chiropractor,
what I love about this program are the
food varieties available, meats, veggies,
fruit and best of all, the entire free food
list that can be eaten without limits as to
how much you can eat. The approved lists
of foods are delicious, antiinflammatory,
low glycemic, low acidic, low caloric,
hypoallergenic and very easy to follow.
The most common comments we hear
from our patients is how easy ChiroThin is
to follow and get results. Men typically
lose more weight than women but women
typically lose a lot of inches and dress
sizes. Both groups see changes in their
energy, sleep, clothing sizes and overall
sense of well being.
We’ve had a number of couples coming
in together and trying to see who “wins”
by losing the most weight. We don’t
encourage this competition, as this diet

isn’t only about weight loss.
Other than the obvious tremendous
weight loss, we regularly see blood
pressure lowered, BMI reduction, heart
rates slowing down, blood sugars
lowering ( reducing type 2 diabetes) and
with their physicians support, some able
to reduce their medications. We’ve
recently had a female patient reverse her
fatty liver. We literally see transforma
tions in our patients. If you are one of the
many patients that have been successful
with our program, we encourage that you
tell others.
What about when the program is over?
Do you just put the weight back on again?
We have many strategies that we educate
you on during the program to avoid that
scenario. Come to the workshop to learn
more.
There will be a free workshop on “How
to Lose 2030 Pounds in 6 Weeks”,
Wednesday March 15th at 7pm at the
Cranton Wellness Centre. Call 343 7932 to
reserve a spot. Due to the popularity of the
program, we only have 20 seats available.
Dr Alan Cranton DC, ND (Ret) is
celebrating his 30th year in practice
at the Cranton Wellness Centre on
Memorial Ave. For more info, go to
www.crantonwellness.com, Facebook
Chirothin Thunder Bay and You Tube
“ChiroThin”.

March Break Special
$
3 OFF
HAIRCUTS

(Inside of Michael's Hair Design and Day Spa.)

387 Cuyler St.
(Corner of Grenville)

2854286

2817 E. Arthur St Thunder Bay • Phone: 807-622-0411 • Toll-Free: 866-622-0411

www.laserplusclinic.ca
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FROM CHIROPRACTIC TO THE HEALTH CARE AIDE, OUR SPECIAL SECTION OFFERS AN ABUNDANCE OF IDEAS AND SERVICES.

LIVE A HEALTHY LIFE BY MAKING POSITIVE CHOICES THAT IMPROVE YOUR PHYSICAL, MENTAL AND SPIRITUAL HEALTH.

Tips for seasonal allergy sufferers
ith spring right around the corner,
allergy sufferers know that
symptoms can start anytime soon — often
without warning. One allergen you'll want
to steer clear of this season is pollen.
Pollen grains are invisible particles given
off by trees, grass, flowers and certain
weeds. Windpollenated plants are of most
concern to people with asthma and aller
gies since the pollen is easily breathed into
the nose and lungs. Different types surface
during certain periods in the year — tree
pollen in spring, grass pollen in early
summer, and ragweed in August until the
first frost.
Increased pollen levels are found where
trees, grasses, flowers and weeds grow.
There will be higher levels on dry, sunny
and windy days. Pollen is found outdoors,
but can also be carried indoors through
windows and doors and on clothing.

W

exposure:
Keep windows closed in the home and
car, using an air conditioner if needed to
clean, cool and dry the air.
Some people may need to avoid going
outside when the levels are high. Check
local pollen reports to find out when you're
most at risk.
Limit outdoor activities on days with
high pollution levels since air pollution can
increase the negative health effects of
pollen. Check your local air quality health
index.
If possible, people allergic to pollen
should not cut the lawn.
If you've been outside during peak
pollen season, take a shower and change
into fresh clothes.
Find more information online at
on.lung.ca.
www.newscanada.com

•
•
•
•
•

Since being around pollen is unavoidable,
here are some tips to help reduce your

Take 5 simple steps to improve your oral health
ental hygienists want us all to
commit to a good daily oral hygiene
routine because they know that oral
health is essential to overall health and
wellbeing. As our partners in disease
prevention, they tell us that taking care of
our mouth can be done in five easy steps:
1. Brush teeth at least twice a day with

D

11

fluoride toothpaste.
2. Clean between teeth and rinse using
an antiseptic mouthwash daily.
3. Make healthy food and beverage
choices.
4. Eliminate tobacco use.
5. Add a visit to your dental hygienist
every six months. www.newscanada.com

Spring signs
start small
nd so it begins. She starts small – only one shelf with a cou
ple of trays: spring planting.
We had a Seed Swap at our local community hall this past
weekend. It was wonderful with several volunteer organizations,
all devoted to something to do with gardening, exhibiting seeds, or
demonstrating the use of worms to digest compost and turn it into
rich soil, or a table advertising the Hymers Fall Fair which, after
all, is essentially an agriculture fair, looking for volunteers, and, of
course, several seed tables including one for Heritage seeds, the
sort that they grow at Old Fort William.
So I dropped off my wife, Laura, who naturally was going to be
coming home with
seed packages and
who baked cookies
for the event – yum. I
FRED
then proceeded to the
JONES
local
dump
as
Saturdays
are
dump
RURAL ROOTS
days in our township
and then back to join
Laura and see what was on offer.
Sunday morning I ventured into the kitchen to make coffee and
then check the thermometer to see if Jack Frost was still lurking
outside. Not too bad at zero. Then I noticed the boxes of seeds,
the mixing tub, and the bag of soil. Aha! The planting itch has
struck.
After breakfast and after giving the horses their breakfast, Laura
announced that she would need my assistance with planting.
What, I asked, did she wish me to do?
Bring in the shelf from the tractor shelter where we store non
perishable items like our tractor, Big Red, our motor boat, the lawn
tractor, and shelving units upon which eventually trays of potted
seeds will burst forth as plants that will, of course, much later on
be planted in our vegetable garden; nonperishable in the sense
that they can withstand the cold.
As I have mentioned many times in this column, I have a Swiss
cheese memory – full of holes. So I dared to query “So soon?”
and she replied that March was the traditional time of getting the
seeds into soil and nurturing them along until it is time to put them
in the ground.
“I have a need to get my hands in dirt,” she insisted.
At the end of every gardening season when all has been
harvested, we assess what we need to plant more of next season.
“Not enough garlic, onions, and carrots,” Laura announced. Right.
So this year, more garlic, onions, carrots, and anything else we
thought of which we thought we were shy.
Laura had already taken care of the garlic. Despite my Swiss
cheese recall, at least I recall helping plant the garlic in the autumn
after all else had been yanked out of the ground. Hopefully this
year we will have lots.
Of course the indoor planting happens in stages. Laura knows
what must be first started in seed cups. And since I can never
remember from spring to spring what she plants first or how many
plantings she does, I tripped down the hall from my library to her
office and “put her with the ask” (as Pogo, one of my favourite
cartoon strips of bygone years, used to say).
“How many indoor plantings do you do each spring?” I ask.
“Multiple times,” she answered, “today it will be onions and leeks.
We’ve tried planting them directly in the ground with onion sets
but I’ve discovered that whichever way you do it, you get the same
onions at the other end. And I like to get my hands in dirt.” So
there you have it.
With the entrance of the shelves, first one, and then eventually
two, the view out our living windows disappears as a jungle
slowly forms of green, growing things, at least until planting time
in late June.
Come harvest time, it will have all been worth it.

A
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CHS workers walk off
job, seek raise, benefits

Rare disease diagnosed
Parents of Lilly Savage, 8, facing tremendous living expense costs
THUNDER BAY

LABOUR

By Leith Dunick – TB Source

By Leith Dunick – TB Source

Go Fund Me page for an eight
year old Thunder Bay girl with a
rare disease has raised nearly
$15,000 to help cover the cost of her
parents’ living expenses after the
youngster undergoes a bonemarrow
operation in southern Ontario.
Lilly Savage earlier this winter was
diagnosed with aplastic anemia,
meaning her body doesn’t produce
enough blood cells.
She’s in desperate need of a bone
marrow transplant, a procedure not
available in her hometown.
The family will have to live in
southern Ontario for several months
while Lilly, who needs an extensive
round of chemotherapy ahead of the
transplant, recovers from her
surgery. Lilly’s stayathome mother
and her father, a resident at the
Northern Ontario School of
Medicine, will face an enormous
financial burden, with many of the
expenses not covered by the

U

GO FUND ME

A

NEED HELP: A Go Fund Me account aims to raise $25,000 to cover some of the costs Lilly
Savage’s parents will face living in southern Ontario after their daughter’s operaton.
province.
Her younger brother Jamie has
been identified as an identical bone

marrow match.
The Go Fund Me target has been
set a $25,000.

nionized workers with the
Canadian Hearing Society have
walked off the job after rejecting the
organization’s latest contract offer.
Sylvia Metzner, a member of the
Canadian Union of Public Employees
Local 2073 who spent Monday
morning walking the picket line outside
Victoriaville Mall, said enough’s
enough when it comes to labour negoti
ations.
“We haven’t had a contract in four
years now. We enjoy our work, we
want to get back to work and we
encourage the employer to get back to
the table to negotiate and give us a fair
deal,” Metzner said.
At issue is a proposed rollback to
workers’ benefits, a move that’s not
acceptable to union members.
“They also want to do a reduction to
our sick leave,” she said. “We can’t
take that. We need our sick days and
also a wage increase. We haven’t had a
raise in four years.”

The Canadian Hearing Society in
Thunder Bay provides a number of
services to the hearing impaired,
including communications devices,
educational support, signlanguage
interpreters and basic video confer
encing services.
Additionally the organization hosts
signlanguage classes as well as literary
and basic skills classes, as well as a
variety of types of counseling for the
hearing impaired.
“We want to get back to work. We
want to serve our clients and provide
for our families,” said striking CHS
worker Jody Carrier.
In a release issued on behalf of the
Canadian Hearing Society, officials say
they have been working diligently for
more than a month to reach a deal with
employees across Ontario, only to have
the union walk out of negotiations and
declare an Ontariowide strike.
“We are disappointed that the union
has chosen to strike and we will
continue to work to get them back to
the bargaining table,” says Gary
Malkowski, vicepresident at CHS.

CHURCH

DIRECTORY

PRESBYTERIAN
Lakeview Presbyterian Church
278 Camelot Street
The Rev. Harold Hunt, Minister

Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Nursery Provided

Phone:

345-8823
VINEYARD

LIGHTHOUSE OF HOPE
257 Park Ave.

Pastors Tony & Uschi
Sunday Service 10:30am

767-1705
UNITED

Current River
United Church
333 Morse Street

Sunday Worship
at 10:30 am
We Celebrate Community
All welcome!

Knox Shuniah United Church
1 Shuniah Street • 345-5065
knoxshun@tbaytel.net
http://knoxshuniahunited.webs.com
Lent 2
Sunday, March 12th Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
followed by Hospitality.
Minister: Rev. Marlene Britton-Walfall
Director of Music: Betty E. White
Sunday School lovingly provided.

Call 346-2600
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Building a home log by log
A new log home takes shape in Neebing with the help of some Timber Kings
NEEBING

By Doug Diaczuk - TB Source

from some professional, and unique con
tractors who see log homes as works of art.
“The logs, it’s a beautiful thing, the wood
talks to you,” said Peter Arnold, a
contractor with Pioneer Log Homes. “All
you have to do is listen with your eyes. In
any form, we are just the privileged ones
who are allowed to work with it. The art
form is given. It’s the log.”
Arnold, a log home builder from British
Columbia and one of the hosts of HGTV’s
reality series, Timber Kings, is in Thunder
Bay working with Erickson Contracting to
construct a log home for Linda and Rick in
the Municapality of Neebing.
“They lost their house a year and a half
ago, so we are the lucky ones who can put
it back up for them and look like a hero,”
Arnold said. “We come here with two
trucks and by the end of the day, they have
a home again.”
The home is constructed using approxi
mately 80 western red cedar logs from the
West Coast that fit snuggly together
without the use of fasteners or adhesives.
According to Arnold, these log homes are
incredibly energy efficient because of the
type of wood used.
“It is really light wood,” he said.
“Because it is so light, in the fiber we have
air, and that air in a combined space is
insulation. You are looking at 25 to 30
percent better heating costs than a regular
home.”
Before coming to Thunder Bay, Arnold
and the Timber King crew were working
on a log home in Kenora with Erickson
Contracting.
Mark Erickson, owner of Erickson

DOUG DIACZUK

Neebing family watched their new
home take shape right before their eyes
A
on Monday, one log at a time, with help

LISTEN TO THE WOOD: Brad Pajamaki of Erickson Contracting guides a log into place during the construction of a log home in Neebing with the guidance of Peter Arnold of the HGTV series, Timber Kings.
Contracting, said working with Arnold and
his team has been a huge learning experi
ence.
“We are learning tons from them,” he
said. “Peter is very good at teaching us
every step along the way. My crew is
learning tons from him and all around it’s a
good experience.”
Erickson said building log homes is like
playing with blocks, massive, heavy blocks,
which is a dream come true for the
contractor.
“These homes are the most fun things I’ve
ever built in my entire life,” he said.
“I’ve always wanted to be able to build
log homes. It’s like a dream come true.

We’re building people’s dreams. Seeing
Linda’s face first thing this morning was
priceless.”
The crews got to work on the log home
early Monday morning and it usually takes
10 to 12 hours to put up the frame. Erickson
expects the home to be completely ready
for movein day by the end of May.
And while it may feel like putting
together blocks for Erickson, for Arnold,
who said he is also living the dream
building log homes around the world, it’s
all about listening to the wood.
“Every log is different, just like every
person is different,” he said. “Some give
you more trouble than others.”
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T H E AT R E

By Linda Maehans - TB Source

. Somerset Maugham was an
astute observer of human nature
W
and the society into which he was
born. And so his novel, Of Human
Bondage, adapted for stage by Vern
Thiessen, is a complicated and finely
nuanced story: a timeless exposé of
the ties that bind.
Magnus Theatre’s production is a
huge, huge play. I’m thinking here,
first, about the storyline. Thiessen’s
script, and the passionately perfected
acting of a cast of eight who portray
over a dozen determined, innocent
and in varying degrees jaded souls,
truly encompasses all the flaws and
resilience of humanity, no matter the
century. In Victorian times all
manner of people used their wiles to
get out of the poorhouse, or their
courage and wits not to land there,
were they were fortunate enough to
be born a rung or two above the

dismal bottom of that ladder. It was a
ruthlessly classdriven society
nearing its natural end: an era of
privilege built on pretentiousness
rather than more enduring qualities
or morals. Socialism and revolution
were, of course, just around the
corner. But to me Of Human
Bondage is a timeless tale because I
question
whether
societies
throughout our contemporary world
have changed all that much. What do
you think?
Now to the excellent human faces
and bodies on stage: the characters
who bind their audience to their
plights, their victories and defeats.
As mentioned, all in this cast of eight
claim his or her limelight during
countless moments and scenes in the
play; space for this reviewer to
remark on each individual talent is
simply not available. But I will
single out two key characters who
shine in their own light, fairly blaze
on stage together, and who anchor

the other members of the cast in the
tumultuous storyline.
Ken James Stewart is ideally suited
to play the anguished and lovelorn
Philip. His physical appearance, his
every movement right down to a
limp he nearly succeeds in hiding,
his every expression of face, and in
his eyes, and especially when he is
unable to rise above the tormented
passion that consumes him, make
this actor one of the very best I’ve
ever seen on a Magnus stage. Kudos
to Stewart for an absolutely spell
binding portrayal: truly an artist who
is anything but mediocre!
Similar praise to Gabriella
Colavecchio as Mildred. Like Ken
James Stewart she makes her debut
at Magnus in breathtaking style;
particularly during a few scenes
where the audience is afraid to
breathe for fear of someone about to
perish
from
pure
passion.
Completely convincing, we think
there couldn’t be another Mildred in

MATTHEW GOERTZ

The meanings and the muses of life

A TIMELESS KISS: Cast perform a scene in Of Human Bondage at Magnus Theatre.
this world such as Colavecchio
delivers.
And, wonderful praise for Mervi
Agombar ’s and Lisa Loveday’s
costumes; also for Nancy Anne
Perrin’s set; Hanna Laaksonen’s

props; and Rebecca Miller’s lighting.
As said, this is a huge, huge produc
tion.
Directed by Thom Currie, Of
Human Bondage is on until March
18. Don’t miss this terrific show.

ON-LINE
WWW.
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Manicures
Pedicures
Facials
Waxing...
and more!

109 Regina Ave

#768-5000

Recycling saves energy
Recycling uses less
space in landfills
Recycling saves trees
Recycling helps
climate change
Recycling reduces pollution
Recycling creates jobs.
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Garfield’s gender sparks war
ecently, in an attempt to escape
the media gridlock surrounding
Donald Trump’s reign of error, I
scoured television
news and the internet
desperately looking
for national, non
award show stories.
Something else had
to be happening in the
media besides self
important egomaniacs
patting themselves on
the
back
in
Washington
and
Hollywood.
All I could find was an orange cat.
And what a hairball that feline has
coughed up. Difficult as it might be to
believe, a Wikipedia War has broken
out over Garfield, the cartoon cat.
CAFÉ online news and political

R

satire author, Virgil Texas, recently
announced on Twitter that the orange
feline has “no gender.” This did not
sit well with fans.
C o n s e q u e n t l y,
Wikipedia
users
started editing – and
reediting – the facts
around Garfield’s
gender. So emphatic
and continuous were
the edits Wikipedia
eventually locked the
page.
Now, the fact that
this declaration was
made in the same medium used by the
president for equally important and
factbased statements should have
negated the need for a debate alto
gether.
But debate they did, each side

arguing vigorously for days.
Texas’ comment was based on an
interview in which Garfield creator,
Jim Davis said that the cat was “not
really male or female.” But he
followed that by saying “or
any particular race or
nationality, young or old.”
Obviously, Davis was
talking metaphorically.
He meant Garfield is a
representation of anyone
and everyone, and not “a
particular gender, race, age
or ethnicity” because
humour should have no
boundaries.
GARFIELD
However, Davis has
further clarified that Garfield has a
girlfriend. Of course, the cat could be
homosexual. But that might add a
whole new set of problems.

In 1999, Rev. Jerry Falwell led a
crusade against a Teletubby for being
gay because of its colour, the shape of
its antenna and the bag it carried.
He staunchly believed that Tinky
Winky rolemodelled the
gay lifestyle to pre
schoolers.
How do you tell a girl
Teletubby from a boy?
They have no genitalia. So
how they became sexual
beings for the reverend is a
mystery.
But considering he once
blamed homosexuality for
September 11th, Falwell’s
crusade said more about
him than the giggly, sweet character
he vilified.
Gay rumours have also continued to
plague Sesame Street’s Burt and Ernie

because they live together.
So did Chandler and Joey. Oscar
and Felix. Lenny and Squiggy.
And before you argue “same
bedroom,” remember that nothing was
going on between Janet, Chrissy and
Jack in that two bedroom apartment
either despite Mr. Roper’s suspicions.
Of course, the fact that Burt and
Ernie aren’t real should negate any
possibility that they’re hiding their
“true” relationship.
Because when they’re not on screen,
they’re in a box!
Regardless, Jim Davis says his
imaginary cat is a boy.
But take this with a grain of salt:
Garfield’s owner, Jon, being the
responsible pet owner he is, would
have had him neutered.
And according to my late father, that
makes big G an “it.”

WORD SEARCH

OPEN YEAR
ROUND
Parts & Accessories Available
Specializing in Rubber Roof & Filon Lamination, Floor & Wall Rebuilds
• Complete Undercarriage Work • Repairs to RV Furnaces, Fridges,
HWH & Convertors. • TSSA Licensed for LP Servicing.

Quality, Personal, Affordable
RV Service You Can Trust!
Factory Trained, Fully Licensed,
Master Certified, Serving
Northwestern Ontario over 38 years

9833449 3075 Alice Ave.
off Government Rd.
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Palmer-Charette sets Loppet mark
Jenn Jackson takes
top spot in women’s
50K freestyle race

beyond participated in the 50K classic,
the 50K free skate, the 50K skiathalon,
the 35K, the 20K, or the 8K.
Sleeping Giant Loppet coordinator,
Peter Gallahger, said the event is in its
40th year because crosscountry skiing
has become a staple sport in the city of
Thunder Bay.
“Thunder Bay has a really strong
Scandinavian heritage and those people
really promoted cross country skiing
and I think the rest of the community
has taken it on as our sport,” he said.

SKIING

By Doug Diaczuk – TB Source

ocal crosscountry skier, Evan
PalmerCharrette, knew there was a
lot of tough competition on the trails,
but he was still able to take home first
place, with a little more time to spare
this year.
PalmerCharrette last Saturday won
the 50kilometre freestyle race at the
40th Sleeping Giant Loppet, crossing
the line in a recordsetting 1:59:32.
“I had a lot left toward the end, so I
knew if I stayed in the mix, I would
have a good shot at it,” Palmer
Charrette said after the race. “Compared
to last year, it was a huge gap. It was
only a hundredth of a second between
me and the guy who was second, so in
the 50K I’m used to the tight finishes.”
Last year, the 22yearold took first
place in the freestyle event by only a
tenth of a second. While it was still a
tight finish, PalmerCharrette was the
clear winner.

L

DOUG DIACZUK

Longtime competitor

Premonition
Before the race even began, Palmer
Charrette knew it was going to be a
tough race, but luckily the conditions
played to his advantage.
“I actually was able to get the win last
year but this is a much more competi
tive field,” he said. “There are three
other guys who are totally capable of
winning it so it’s pretty awesome to be
able to come out on top this year.”
Coming in first in the women’s 50
kilometre freestyle race was 22yearold
Jenn Jackson of the Lakehead

CLOSE FINISH: Evan Palmer-Charrette (left) crosses the line ahead of Andy Shields (centre) and 20-kilometre racer Norman McKinnon.
University Varsity crosscountry ski
team.
“It’s my first time doing the 50K at the
Sleeping Giant Loppet and it’s an
amazing course,” she said. “The condi
tions were superb today.”
Jackson did not have to worry about
tenths of seconds when it came to the
finish line, finishing minutes before any
other competitor.

“I sat in a nice group for the first half
of the race, then we had some climbing
at about 30K where I tried to drop a few
people, then skied strong with another
local guy for the last 15K or so,” she
said.
Despite her strong finish, Jackson said
she always loves coming out to ski the
Giant and enjoying a beautiful day with
the rest of the skiing community.

“There’s so many great skiers here
from Thunder Bay and even some great
skiers from out of town,” she said. “To
be able to ski alongside them and even
come out ahead, it’s pretty neat. It’s
really rewarding.”
Celebrating its 40th year, the Sleeping
Giant Loppet has something for skiers
of all ages and skill levels. More than
780 skiers from across the region and

And while the Loppet has undergone a
lot of changes throughout the years, it
continues to draw people back year after
year, including Ron Lappage, who has
skied the Sleeping Giant Loppet every
year for the last 40 years.
“There have been a lot of interesting
things that have happened over the
years and I had a lot of good memories,”
Lappage said. “The comradeship here,
and the volunteers are great people, and
it’s just a great, family atmosphere.”
Lappage said he used to always ski the
longer distances, but for the last few
years he has stuck to the 35K. In year
three of the loppet, the course took
skiers out onto Lake Superior, some
thing Lappage is thankful did not last
long.
“Skiing on the lake was pretty awful,"
he said. "It was bitterly cold and windy
out there, so they decided not to do that
one for very long."
Lappage added he will be back for
year 41 at the Sleeping Giant Loppet
and will continue to do the 35K, at least
as long as he can.
“It’s something I take pride in that I
was able to endure that many times,” he
said. “I will be back. Time to do the 35
again. I think probably as the years go
on, I might have to do 20K.”

BAD CREDIT? NO PROBLEM!
NO PROBLEM!
UNDISCHARGED
BANKRUPTCIES

GOOD CREDIT OR EVEN NO CREDIT

APPLY ONLINE
www.performancekia.ca

Details online at:
www.performancekia.ca

or call Ari

946 Memorial Ave. 345-2552 3432841
Toll Free
18663452552
Toll Free: 1-866-345-2552
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By Leith Dunick – TB Source

he teams are set for this summer’s
Under18 Baseball World Cup.
And there will be a new flavour to the
event last staged in Thunder Bay seven
years ago. Japan, Mexico, Nicaragua
and South Africa are joining the 12team
field, joining returning teams Canada,
the United States, Chinese Taipei, Korea,
Cuba, Australia, the Netherlands and
Italy.
Tournament director Warren Philp said
that’s about as good as it gets in baseball.
“The World Baseball/Softball
Federation tells us they’ve been holding
this event since 1981 and this is clearly
the strongest field that they’ve ever had
in this tournament,” Philp said on
Wednesday.
“Nine of the top 10 countries in the
world are going to be here in Thunder
Bay for this tournament.”
Japan, which was not in the field in
2010, finished in the runnerup position

T

to the threetime defending champion
United States in 2013 and 2015 and will
give the 2017 event an added boost it
didn’t have in 2010.
It will also help to broaden its interest,
Philp said.
“It’s nice that it’s available to the
locals, but from an economic impact
standpoint, having visitors here from out
of town, out of region, out of province
and out of country is really where it
starts to add up,” he said.
“With Japan coming we’re going to be
making some targeted efforts to attract
Japanese fans, not only from Japan, but
also from Japanese fans elsewhere in the
world – around Canada, around the U.S.
and making efforts to bring in some of
those fans who are watching high school
baseball.”
Although the event won’t start until
Sept. 1 at Port Arthur Stadium and
Baseball Central, some teams have
already started putting some of the
pieces in place.
Canada, who has named 29 players to

LEITH DUNICK

Teams set for Baseball World Cup
BASEBALL
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FIELD SET: Tournament director Warren Philp is excited with the team coming in
September to the Under 18 Baseball World Cup, to be played in Thunder Bay.
its junior national team spring training
roster, will once again be coached by
Greg Hamilton. The United States has

named former Montreal Expos infielder
Andy Stankiewicz as its skipper.
There will be plenty of interest in the

2017 U18 Baseball World Cup, Philp
said, reminding fans that full tournament
packages for reserved seating will only
be on sale through April 5.
After that, singlegame will be the only
way to get through the gates and into the
stands.
That’s a hassle potential attendees can
avoid, Philp said, adding they set the
deadline so far in advance to get a handle
on what type of support they might have
come Sept. 1.
“Hopefully people remember the
lineups for tickets and the challenges
getting seats for Canada’s games and
important games in the tournament in
2010,” Philp said.
Host Canada will play in Group A,
alongside Korea, Chinese Taipei,
Australia, Italy and Nicaragua. Group B
will consist of Japan, the United States,
Cuba, Mexico, the Netherlands and
South Africa.
The top three teams in each group
advance to the Super Round group stage
and a shot at the championship.
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Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right
to classify ads under appropriate
headings and to set rates therefore and to
determine page locations.
Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right
to revise, edit, classify or reject any
advertisement and to retain any answers
directed to the Box Reply Service, and to
repay the Customer the sum paid for the
advertisement and box rental.
Box replies on "Hold" instructions not
picked up within 10 days of expiry of an
advertisement will be destroyed unless
mailing instructions are received. Those
answering Box Numbers are requested
not to send originals of documents to
avoid loss.
All claims of errors in advertisements must
be received by the Publisher within 3 days
after the first publication. No refund if ad
is cancelled before expiry date.
Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right
to increase prices with 30 days written
notice.

tbClassifieds

ALL
BARGAIN
CORNER CLASSIFIED
15 words max. for items under $500.

AD UpRATES
to 20 words

9
1/2 PRICE

$

99

ADDITIONAL
INSERTIONS

*

*Must be run in consecutive weeks. No additions to ads.
Does not apply to Bargain Corner ads.

ONLY

4
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23. MISC. FOR SALE

53. GENERAL SERVICES

DRY FIREWOOD $340/per 5 ton load.
FREE DELIVERY. 627-5893

PENSIONED PAINTERS looking to stay
active. Very reasonable rates. Neat, fast
working, former housing authority professional painters. Also drywall repairs &
small renovations. Call or Text 626-6926

30. MISC. WANTED

WANTED
$ TOP DOLLAR PAID $

For Scrap Vehicles
DAN’S EMERGENCY
ROAD SERVICE

767-3818

$CASH$

On the spot for your scrap
cars, trucks, vans and SUV's.
Same day pick-up with CASH.

Call Marcel
6247242 or 6260161

30. MISC. WANTED
CASH PAID for World War I and II military
items, and WW2 P.O.W. art (ships, ships
in bottle etc.). Call 977-2977.

32. TRUCKS/SUVS
2008
Jeep
Cherokee
Laredo,
206,000km. Must sell moving. Certified,
sacrifice at 6500 Firm. Call 577-1729

53. GENERAL SERVICES
#1-A Dump runs! Anything pick-up.
clean-out rental units, houses, garages,
basements. Yard cleaning booking available, seasonal grass cutting clients.
Frank 628-5919 or 767-0995
Christina’s Home and Garden, Reno’s,
Handyman, Roofing, Siding, Drywall,
Flooring, Painting, Plumbing, Landscaping, Fall clean-up, Flowerbeds, and Dump
runs. 621-1505
Fences, decks, sheds, skid-steer work,
or any outside project built for you by Octagon Contracting. Call 633-4488 for
quick services.
Norm’s Northern Auto Body and Paint,
903 Northern Avenue. NEW HOURS
11AM-6PM MON-FRI! Reasonable pricing! Excellent colour matching! All work
done on hoists For better coverage on all
lower areas! Quality materials, and pressure free friendly service. Antique
restoration. For those who find it necessary I can work weekends by appointment only. Fleet work welcome!
939-2873.
PHIL’S YARD CLEAN doggy cleanup, garbage, and scrap hauled! 6830486.

ADS

Must contain price.

Additional words 25¢.

Stair climber for sale. Back up battery
fully charged. All offers considered.
Please call Brenda at 621-3483.

PHONE 346-2600
FAX 345-9923
EMAIL classifieds@dougallmedia.com

SPRING CLEAN-UP! Large trailer for rubbish, WE RECYCLE! No items too big or
small! Yard & exterior house clean-up and
power-washing. Eavestrough, soffit/fascia cleaning, repair, and installation. Parging & cement repairs. Tree and shrub
removal! General Handyman Services.
We are Seniors Helping Seniors! 4726371, gapace@lakeheadu.ca

54. HOME IMPROVEMENTS
DAN’S HOME SERVICES Renovations Drywall, plaster, tape, painting, decks,
fences, small jobs, FREE ESTIMATES!
Professional Service 344-8092 or 6275713
Demolition, carpentry, doors, trim, pressure washing, painting, concrete driveways. 344-9548
Flooring: laminate, ceramic, hardwood,
competitively priced and installed by Octagon Contracting. Call 633-4488 for
your free quote.
PENSIONED PAINTERS looking to stay
active. Very reasonable rates. Neat, fast
working, former housing authority professional painters. Also drywall repairs &
small renovations. Call or Text 626-6926

Plus HST

DEADLINE

Classified Word Ads: MONDAY @ 4:00p.m.
Display & Photo Ads: MONDAY @ Noon

Visit our office @

87 N. Hill Street,
Thunder Bay, ON P7A 5V6
or online at

and on the internet at

www.tbnewswatch.com

54. HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Renovations: Working Carpenters/Partners with extensive renovation experience. We’re reasonable and reliable. PC
Construction. 252-9114
Renovations: bathroom, kitchen, basement or any part of your home or cottage, drywall and tile installation. Call
Octagon Contracting at 633-4488 for
your free quote.

50. PERSONAL

https:shop.dougallmedia.com
Office Hours:

Mon. - Fri. 8:30a.m. - 5:00p.m.

50. PERSONAL

MARCH 2017 SPECIALS
EXXXXTACY SUPERSTORE

57. HELP WANTED
AUTHENTIC INDIAN COOK WANTED! At
Monsoon Tandoor Fresh, 588 W Arthur
St in Thunder Bay, ON. Full-time Permanent $18/h. Send in Resume by E-mail
sharan@scholarscanada.com, Fax 8073456833, Phone 807-472-2796 or 807286-6315
Royal Canadian Legion Polish Veterans
Branch #149 required: Financial Secretary and other office duties. Post Secondary accounting and knowledge of Sage.
Flexible hours - will train. Polish Language an asset, but not mandatory. Bring
Resume to 730 Simpson St.

64. CRAFT & FLEA MARKETS
BIG FLEA MARKET CRAFT SHOW! C.L.E
Coliseum Saturday March 18th from
10am-3pm. Huge variety of items. Table
rentals at 767-5488

Read us online @
www.tbnewswatch.com

ANSWERS TO THIS
WEEK’S PUZZLES

HERE ARE SOME
CRAZY DEALS
WE ARE HAVING FOR
MARCH MADNESS
XXX DVD’S STARTING AT $5.00
UP TO 50% OFF
All XXX DVD CATALOG TITLES
ALL ADULT TOYS ARE
BUY 1,GET 2nd AND 3rd FOR ½ PRICE
50 SHADES OF GREY AND
50 SHADES DARKER
COLLECTION IS NOW AVAILABLE
OUR WATER PIPE EMPORIUM
HAS THE BEST SELECTION,
PRICES AND VARIETY ANYWHERE IN
THUNDER BAY. $40.00 HAND PIPES
ARE NOW JUST $2.00
WITH PURCHASE OVER $40.00
FOR MORE GREAT DEALS,
COME VISIT US TO SEE
WHAT THE BUZZ IS ALL ABOUT!!!

79 MACHAR AVE.  3455558
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  11 A.M. ‘TIL MIDNIGHT
NOBODY DOES IT LIKE EXXXXTACY, NOBODY !!!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Christina’s Home and Gard
en
Serving Thunder Bay and Are
a

• Re nova tio ns
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• Dry wa ll • Fra min g,
• Wa ter pro ofin g • Pai ntin
g
•Flo ori ng
• Lan dsc api ng • Gra ss Cu
ttin g
• Flo we r Bed s

639 North Ford St. • 807-6

21-1505
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1,200
1,2
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2,350
2,35

2,295

20 827
Performance Kia's Customer Friendly Pricing includes delivery & destination fee, block heater, air tax, tire tax, registration. Licencing and HST excluded. $10 OMVIC fee included.

Offer(s) available on select new 2016/2017 models through participating dealers to qualified retail customers who take delivery from March 1 to 31, 2017. Dealers may sell or lease for less. Some conditions apply. See dealer for complete
details. Vehicles shown may include optional accessories and upgrades available at extra cost. All offers are subject to change without notice. All pricing and payments include delivery and destination fees up to $1,740,
$17.75/$14.20/$17.75 tire fee, and $100 A/C charge (where applicable), $200 blockheater, $200 metallic paint, $444 registration/1yr tire & rim/1yr etching and $10 OMVIC fee. Excludes other taxes, licensing, PPSA, registration, insurance, and down payment (if applicable and unless otherwise specified). Other lease and financing options also available. Φ0% financing is only available on select new models to qualified customers on approved credit. Representative
Financing Example: Financing offer available on approved credit (OAC), on a new 2017 Forte LX MT (FO541H) with a selling price of $15,094is based on a total number of 364 weekly payments of $41for 84 months at 0% with $0 down.
Offer includes $2,000loan bonus. *Cash Purchase Price for the new 2016 Optima LX AT (OP741G) is $20,827 and includes $5,400 cash discount. Cash discounts available on the cash purchase of select 2016 models only vary by
model and trim and are deducted from the negotiated selling price before taxes. Some conditions apply. See your Kia dealer for complete details. ≠0% lease offer is only available on select new models to qualified customers on approved
credit. Representative Leasing Example: Lease offer available on approved credit (OAC), on the 2017 Forte LX AT (F0542H)/2017 Forte LX+ AT (F0743H)/2017 Sportage LX FWD (SP751H)/2017 Sportage LX AWD (SP752H)/2017
Sorento 2.4L LX FWD (SR75AH)/2017 Sorento 2.4L LX AWD (SR75BH) with a selling price of $19,024/$19,948/$26,904/$28,704/$28,497/$31,197 is based on a total number of 169/169/208/208/169/169 weekly payments of
$49/$52/$59/$66/$69/$75 for 39/39/48/48/39/39 months at 0%/0%/1.9%/2.9%/0%/0% with $0 security deposit, $1200/$1200/$2295/$2295/$2350/$2350 down payment and first payment due at lease inception. Offer includes
$2,000/$2,665/$500/$1,000/$2,000/$1,500 lease credit. Total lease obligation is $9,456/$9,807/$14,515/$16,064/$14,056/$15,040 with the option to purchase at the end of the term for $9,566/$10,271/$13,902/$15,098/$14,570/$16,286.
Lease has 16,000 km/yr allowance (other packages available and $0.12/km for excess kilometres). ‡Model shown Manufacturer Suggested Retail Price for 2017 Sportage SX Turbo AWD (SP757H)/2017 Forte SX AT (FO747H)/2017
Sorento SX Turbo AWD (SR75IH)/2016 Optima SX Turbo AT (OP746G) is $39,595/$27,295/$42,495/$35,195. The 2016 Sportage received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles among small SUVs in the J.D. Power 2016
U.S. Initial Quality Study. 2016 study based on 80,157 total responses, evaluating 245 models, and measures the opinions of new 2016 vehicle owners after 90 days of ownership, surveyed in February-May 2016. Your experiences may
vary. Visit jdpower.com. ΩCompatible smartphone required. Data rates may apply, please check with your wireless service provider. Google, Google Play, Google Maps, and Android Auto are trademarks of Google Inc. Google Maps
©2016 Google. The Bluetooth® wordmark and logo are registered trademarks and are owned by Bluetooth SIG, Inc. Government 5-Star Safety Ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA’s) New
Car Assessment Program (www.SaferCar.gov). #When properly equipped. Do not exceed any weight ratings and follow all towing instructions in your Owner’s Manual. Information in this advertisement is believed to be accurate at the
time of printing. For more information on our 5-year warranty coverage, visit performancekia.ca or call us at 807-345-2552 or toll-free at 1-866-345-2552. Kia is a trademark of Kia Motors Corporation.

LARGE
3 TOPPING
PIZZA

LX AT

Pickup only. Limit 1 per family. Offer ends march 31, 2017
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NEW or PREOWNED VEHICLE
on our lot
Test riveANY
D Must receive full Sales Consultation
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